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INTRODUCTION

In March 1991 the Joint Planning Commission (now the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission) staff
completed a park plan titled Northampton County Parks — 2000. Since 1991 a number of the
recommendations contained in that plan have been implemented. Some notable accomplishments
include: (1) acquisition of a 200 acre tract near Weaversville for use as a regional county park; (2)
acquisition of an additional 77.7 acres at the Bear Swamp Archery Complex, and (3) completion of a
Natural Areas Inventory for both Lehigh and Northampton counties. Several other acquisition projects
are in the works. Although much has been accomplished in the past eleven years, more needs to be done.

Northampton County Parks — 2010 updates the work that was included in the 1991 parks plan. The
section on background data contains updated population estimates and current information on existing
parks and other outdoor recreation sites in Northampton County. The sections on park and open space
standards, facility standards, and recommended guidelines for the acquisition of park and open space
have been updated and revised as needed.

The Plan contains several sections that are new. Important natural areas, potential greenways, rails-to-
trails projects, and the Delaware and Lehigh Canal National Heritage Corridor and State Heritage Park
are each given individual consideration.

There are four appendices. Appendix A is a classification system for local and regional recreation open
space. Appendix B contains information on the Northampton County Natural Areas Inventory sites of
statewide and local significance. Appendix C contains information about current park activities and
plans for the 38 municipalities in Northampton County. Appendix D presents GIS maps of the parks and
other outdoor recreation sites that are owned or managed by Northampton County.

The staff of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission wishes to thank Gordon T. Heller, Superintendent,
Division of Parks and Recreation, Northampton County Department of Public Works, for the assistance
he provided in the preparation of this report.

Summary of Recommendations

1. Northampton County should acquire at least another 700 to 1,100 acres of parkland by the year
2010. Acquisition and development of the 160-acre Gaul Farm and development of the 200-acre
Weaversville County Park, as recommended in this plan, will reduce this estimate by 360 acres.

2. Northampton County should focus its efforts on acquiring land for regional parks, linear parks,
important natural areas, and connections between regional recreation facilities.

3. Sites that are suitable for a variety of active and passive recreation uses should get top priority.

4. The County should avoid buying properties that have very limited recreational potential or will
be unreasonably expensive to acquire and develop.
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5. Northampton should continue its efforts to implement the recommendations of the reports A
Natural Areas Inventory of Lehigh and Northampton Counties, Pennsylvania and Natural Areas
Inventory Summary.

6. Northampton County should create partnerships with the Wildlands Conservancy and The
Nature Conservancy to protect significant natural areas.

7. Northampton County should support park and open space projects that enhance the potential
greenways identified in the report.

8. Top priority rail-to-trail projects involving Northampton County include the western extension
of the Nor-Bath Trail and the acquisition of abandoned former Central Railroad of New Jersey
right-of-way between Palmer Township and Main Street in Freemansburg.

9. Northampton County should work with the Delaware and Lehigh Canal Heritage Corridor
Commission when the opportunity arises.

10. Northampton County should use the park site rating sheet to help evaluate property that is being
considered for park and open space purposes.

11. Northampton County should acquire land adjacent to Louise W. Moore Park, Weaversville
County Park and Mt. Jack for future park expansion.

12. Northampton County should continue to expand its holdings in the Bear Swamp/Minsi Lake
area.

13. Northampton County should consider acquiring more land along the Delaware River if the
opportunity arises.

14. Northampton County should commit the financial resources needed to support a first-rate park
acquisition and development program.

15. Northampton County should implement the recommendations of the County Council’s Open
Space Committee for a Northampton County 21st Century Open Space Initiative.
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BACKGROUND DATA

A knowledge of Northampton County population, land use trends, and existing park and outdoor
recreation facilities is important. These data help to determine if deficiencies in park acreage and
facilities exist and what will be the need in the future.

Population Growth Trends and Projections

Table 1 gives information on Northampton County growth trends and the population forecast for 2010.
Northampton County has experienced steady growth over the past two decades. This growth is expected
to continue at about the same rate for the next ten years.

(1) = Forecast by Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census.

Land Use Trends

Northampton County, with 380 square miles, is one of the smallest counties in Pennsylvania. Yet it has
over 267,000 persons and a density of 703 persons per square mile. The time to preserve open space for
the future is now.

Table 2 shows land use change in Northampton County for the 28-year period from 1972 through 2000.
The table also shows projected land use acreages for 2010 that are based on a continuation of the 1972–
2000 trend.

Between 1972 and 2000, 34,368 acres or about 53.7 square miles of agricultural and vacant land in
Northampton County were converted to other uses. This is an average of 1,227 acres or 1.9 square miles
every year. Most of the land converted from agricultural and vacant was used for new housing (21,453
acres, or 62.4%). The County will lose another 12,270 acres of agricultural and vacant land by 2010 if
the trends of the past 28 years continue. Northampton County will have gone from being two-thirds
agricultural and vacant in 1972 to 50% agricultural and vacant in 2010 (see Table 2).
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(  ) = acreage loss
Source: Northampton County Assessment Department: projections by the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.

Not all of the land that was converted from agricultural and vacant between 1972 and 2000 was lost to
urban development. The “parks and recreation” land use category accounts for 22.6% of the land that
was converted from agricultural and vacant to other uses. Between 1972 and 2000, 7,779 acres went for
parks and other outdoor recreation uses. This is an average of 278 acres every year. An analysis of the
current parks and other outdoor recreation facilities in Northampton County is presented in the next
section.

Existing Recreation Facilities

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s first comprehensive inventory of parks and other outdoor
recreation facilities was in 1970. The inventory identified 218 sites with a total of 8,575.7 acres in
Northampton County. The next complete inventory was done in 1989. The LVPC staff has updated the
inventory every year since 1989. Data from the 1990 inventory were used in Northampton County Parks
— 2000 to determine county park and open space needs for the year 2000. The 1990 and 2000 park
inventories are used in this plan to measure accomplishments of the past 10 years. The data also are used
to determine county park acreage needs to the year 2010.

Ownership

There are five categories for which ownership data are kept: (1) municipal — includes cities, boroughs
and townships; (2) Northampton County; (3) State of Pennsylvania; (4) federal; (5) other — includes
privately-owned and quasi-publicly owned sites. Table 3 gives county-level data on ownership for 1970,
1990 and 2000.

Between 1990 and 2000, 1,481.2 acres of parks and other outdoor recreation space were added in
Northampton County. This is a 10% increase. Table 3 shows that the “county” ownership category grew
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by over 57% between 1990 and 2000. In the year 2000, Northampton County, with 848.1 acres, owned
5.2% of the parks and other outdoor recreation space in the county. The largest share, 6,718 acres or
41.1% was owned by the State of Pennsylvania. The state’s major holdings include the State Game
Lands on the Blue Mountain, the Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center in Bushkill Township
and Minsi Lake in Upper Mt. Bethel Township. Minsi Lake is maintained and operated by Northampton
County. Ownership data for 2000 are given by municipality in Table 4.

Source: Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.

Classification

Ownership patterns do not tell the whole story, nor does total park acreage. The LVPC has identified 316
parks and other outdoor recreation sites in Northampton County. These sites vary tremendously in size,
intensity of use, and type of use.

The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) classifies and separates parks and other open
space according to the following components:

A. Local/Close-to-Home Space
1. mini-park
2. neighborhood park/playground
3. community park

B. Regional Space
1. regional/metropolitan park
2. regional park reserve

C. Space that may be local or regional and is unique to each community
1. linear park
2. special use
3. conservancy
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Source: Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.
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Appendix A gives information on the use, desirable size, acres/1,000 population, service area, and
desirable site characteristics of each of the eight park components. The classification system
recommended by the National Recreation and Park Association1 is used in this study to classify county
park, museum and open space properties. The same system was used in the report Northampton County
Parks—2000. The NRPA suggests that the classification system is a guide, not an absolute blueprint.
Sometimes more than one park component may occur within the same site. This is especially true with
respect to special uses within a regional park.

For the purposes of this analysis, parks and other outdoor recreation facilities were given one of six
possible classifications: (1) mini-park, neighborhood park/playground, community park; (2) regional/
metropolitan park, regional park reserve; (3) linear park; (4) special use; (5) state game lands; (6)
conservancy. Data on the classification of parks are presented in Tables 5 and 6. Map 1 shows the general
location of regional and community parks in Northampton County.

Source: Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.

Linear parks include built or natural corridors that may be used for one or more varying modes of
recreational travel. In Northampton County, they include abandoned railroads that have been acquired
for recreational purposes, lands associated with the Delaware and Lehigh canals, and Appalachian Trail
lands. Special use facilities are for specialized or single purpose recreational activities such as golf
courses, nature centers, hunting and fishing clubs, riding stables, campgrounds, plazas and squares, and
the like.

1National Recreation and Park Association, Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines. A Publication of

the National Park and Recreation Association, 3rd Printing 1987, pp. 56-57.
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State Game Lands are given separate classification status because of their special character and
significant size. Almost 31% of the County’s outdoor recreation acreage is in State Game Lands.
Conservancy lands normally involve the protection and management of the natural/cultural
environments with recreation as a secondary objective.2 In this report, “conservancy” land also includes
county or municipal-owned tracts that are being held for future park development. The 200.3 acre
Weaversville County Park site in Allen Township is an example of a property that is currently classified
as “conservancy”. Weaversville County Park will be reclassified as a regional facility after the site is
developed for recreation.

Table 5 on page 7 shows acreages, by classification, for 1970, 1990 and 2000. Only 69.4 acres of local,
close-to-home park space have been added since 1990. This number could be much higher, but we
reclassified the 106.5 acre Louise W. Moore Park as “regional” space to more accurately reflect its
current function as a regional county park. In 1990 Louise W. Moore Park was classified as a community
park. All of the other five categories of parks experienced some acreage increase between 1990 and
2000. The largest acreage and percentage increase was in the conservancy category (476.8 acres and
48.7%). The acquisition of the Weaversville County Park site accounted for nearly one half of the
acreage increase in the conservancy category. Additions to the State Game Lands increased that
category by 444.3 acres. Increases to the regional/metropolitan park, regional park reserve category
were due to land added at the Bear Swamp Archery Complex and the reclassification of the Louise W.
Moore Park.

The classification and acreage of parks and other outdoor recreation sites that are owned or managed by
Northampton County are given in Table 7. The general location of these sites is shown on Map 2 on page
10. Since 1990 total acreage grew from 850.5 acres to 1,188.5 acres, an increase of 338 acres or 39.7%.
The additions to the list include Weaversville County Park — 200.3 acres and Portland Waterfront Park
— 23 acres. Additional land was added at Bear Swamp Archery Complex — 77.7 acres, Archibald
Johnson Conservation Area — 6 acres and McIllwain/Monocacy Meadow — 1.9 acres. A scenic
easement was acquired for the 29.1 acre Bodnarczuk Tract in Allen Township.

PARK AND OPEN SPACE STANDARDS

The National Park and Recreation Association (NRPA) suggests a number of standards pertinent to park
planning at the local and county levels. The basic standards that were applied in Northampton County
Parks — 2000 and will be used in this report are 6.25 to 10.5 acres of local/close-to-home space per 1,000
persons plus 15 to 20 acres per 1,000 persons for regional space. The standards provide a way to evaluate
the status of county park and open space facilities. The standards also can be applied to population
forecasts to get an estimate of future county acreage needs.

2The term “conservancy” is used by the NRPA to describe open space lands where recreation use is a secondary objective
(see Appendix A). Locally, they do not have to be owned, managed or operated by an organization such as the Wildlands
Conservancy or The Nature Conservancy.
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Note: In addition to the above, 241.9 acres at the Gracedale Complex west of Nazareth Borough are open to the public
for hunting and other special events.

(1) = NRPA = National Recreation and Park Association.
(2) = Minsi Lake is owned by the PA Fish Commission.
(3) = The Weaversville site will be developed as a regional county park.

The report Northampton County Parks—2000 (pages 17–19) contains an analysis of park acreage needs
based on the suggested NRPA guidelines. Using 1990 census data, it was determined that Northampton
County should have between 5,250 and 7,536 acres of local, close-to-home space and regional space. In
1990 there were 4,644 acres of parkland in the two categories. That meant, at a minimum, a deficit of 606
acres, all of which was regional space (see Table 8). The LVPC’s population forecast for Northampton
County in the year 2000 was 266,700 persons. This meant the deficit would grow to 1,023 acres if the
acreage in both categories of parkland remained unchanged through the year 2000.
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Table 8 shows the acres per 1,000 persons for local, close-to-home space and regional space for the years
1970, 1990 and 2000. Since 1990 the number of acres per 1,000 persons for both types of parks
combined has decreased to 18.6 acres.

NRPA = National Recreation and Park Association

(1) = Based on a Northampton County 2000 population of 267,066.
(2) = This includes all local, close-to-home space and regional space in Northampton County and not just facilities
         that are owned or managed by the county.
(3) = The 106.5 acre Louise W. Moore Park was reclassified as regional space in the mid-1990s.

Source: Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.

The number of acres per 1,000 persons for local, close-to-home space dropped from 7.5 acres in 1990
to 7.1 acres in 2000. It was noted earlier in the report that the mini-park, neighborhood park/playground
and community park category grew only 69.4 acres between 1990 and 2000 (see Table 5). This number
would have been much higher if the Louise W. Moore Park had not been reclassified as regional space.

According to the NRPA suggested guidelines, Northampton County should have at least 5,674 acres in
local, close-to-home space and regional space (21.25 acres per 1,000 persons). The park inventory
shows there were 4,963 acres of local, close-to-home space and regional space in 2000. This leaves a
deficit of 711 acres and all of it is in regional space. The LVPC population forecast for Northampton
County for the year 2010 is 290,919. This means the deficit will grow to 1,218 acres if the acreage in both
categories of parkland remains unchanged through the year 2010. Most of the additional space should
be in regional parks.

The NRPA acreage standard, if used alone, may exaggerate Northampton County’s regional recreation
space needs. The NRPA computation includes a service area standard as well as an acres/1,000
population standard. The service area standard for large regional parks is one hour driving time.
Northampton County residents are within a one hour drive of some large state parks in adjacent counties.
These state parks include:

8ELBAT

YTNUOCNOTPMAHTRON
SETISNOITAERCERROODTUOREHTODNASKRAPFOSERCA

NOITALUPOP000,1REP

noitacifissalC

raeY
APRN

enilediuGdetsegguS0791 0991 )1(0002

)2(ecapSemoH-ot-esolC,lacoL
)3(ecapSlanoigeR

sepyThtoB

roodtuOrehtOdnaskraPllA
setiSnoitaerceR

5.5
0.0
5.5

0.04

5.7
4.11
9.81

0.36

1.7
5.11
6.81

2.16

5.01-52.6
0.02-00.51
5.03-52.12

-----



14 Northampton County Parks - 2010

State Park County Acreage
Beltsville Carbon 2,972
Hickory Run Carbon 15,500
Lehigh Gorge Carbon 3,772
Nockamixon Bucks 5,253
Round Valley Hunterdon 5,291
Spruce Run Hunterdon 1,898

In addition to the six state parks, the 70,000 acre Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area
provides a variety of recreation opportunities for Northampton County residents.

The discussion to this point has covered the need for more regional park space. Local, close-to-home
space also needs mentioning. Mini parks, neighborhood parks/playgrounds, and community parks are
the responsibility of the cities, boroughs and townships. In 2000 there were 7.1 acres of local, close-to-
home park space for every 1,000 county residents. Although this exceeds the NRPA standard of 6.25
acres/1,000 population, the acreage varies greatly from municipality to municipality. Many
communities still do not meet the NRPA standard.

Tables 9 and 10 present data on local, close-to-home space by municipality. Table 9 gives data for all
local, close-to-home space while Table 10 covers only facilities that are owned by the municipality in
which they are located. The reason for presenting both sets of data is that a municipality controls a
facility that it owns and can assure it continues as a park. Experience in the Lehigh Valley shows that
private and quasi-public parks are more likely to be converted to other uses than are parks that are owned
by a city, borough or township.

In 2000, 16 of 38 municipalities in Northampton County did not meet the suggested 6.25 acres/1,000
persons of local, close-to-home space. If only municipality-owned space is considered, the number of
municipalities that do not meet the suggested NRPA standard increases to 19 or one half of all
municipalities in the county.

Conclusions

Northampton County’s park holdings have increased by 338 acres since the completion of the
Northampton County Parks — 2000 report. The Weaversville County Park which was acquired in the
mid-1990’s is currently classified as “conservancy” because it has not been developed for recreational
purposes. The County’s year 2000 $111 million bond initiative contains in excess of  $3 million to
develop the 200.3 acre Weaversville site into a regional recreation facility. Several other pending or
potential acquisitions could add 200 to 400 acres to the County’s park and open space holdings.
Although progress has been made, more needs to be done to insure that Northampton County residents
have a first rate system of regional recreation facilities. As an operational goal, we recommend that
Northampton County add 700 to 1,100 acres to its park and open space inventory by the year 2010.
Development of the Gaul Farm and Weaversville County Park will reduce this amount by 360 acres.
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(1)Local, close-to-home space includes mini-parks, neighborhood parks/playgrounds, and community parks. Included in this table is all
   local, close-to-home park space found in the municipality
(2)Acreage need is based on the National Recreation and Park Association suggested minimum guideline of 6.25 acres/1,000 population.
(3)Braden Park in Forks Twp. is owned by Tatamy and serves as a borough park.

Source: Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.
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(1)Local, close-to-home space includes mini-parks, neighborhood parks/playgrounds, and community parks.
(2)This includes only local, close-to-home park space that is owned by the city, borough or township.
(3)Acreage need is based on the National Recreation and Park Association suggested minimum guideline of 6.25 acres/1,000 population.
(4)Braden Park in Forks Twp. is owned by Tatamy and serves as a borough park.

Source: Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.
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FACILITY STANDARDS

The last time data on existing recreation facilities were collected was in 1989 as part of the major update
of parks and outdoor recreation facilities in the Lehigh Valley. Facilities data for Northampton County
were compared with standards given in the NRPA report Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards
and Guidelines.

At that time Northampton County was well-supplied with many types of outdoor recreation facilities.
This was aided by having quasi-public, private and school facilities included with facilities found at
public parks. The facilities that seemed to be in short supply included handball courts, volleyball courts,
golf driving ranges, 9-hole and 18-hole golf courses, and public ranges for rifle, pistol, trap and skeet
shooting.

Golf courses and golf driving ranges are no longer in short supply. Three 18-hole golf courses have
opened since the Northampton County Parks — 2000 report was released in 1991. Two of these courses
are open to the public. The third course is a members-only facility. Three golf driving ranges have
opened since 1991. Northampton County now has at least one golf driving range for every 50,000
residents. The situation with regard to handball courts and shooting ranges has not changed. Although
exact data are unavailable, volleyball courts appear to be in greater supply than was the case in 1989.
Volleyball courts are available in most community parks.

During the past ten years some of the townships in the northern part of the county have added recreation
facilities to their municipal parks. This includes the townships of Lehigh, Moore, and Bushkill.
Additional park development in the townships of Plainfield, Washington and Upper Mt. Bethel is likely
during the next few years. This will help correct the imbalance. It is not likely that large land holdings
the size of Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center or Delaware Water Gap National Recreation
Area will ever be acquired in the central or southern parts of Northampton County. The land is too
expensive and there are no remaining undeveloped tracts of that size.

There have been several public opinion surveys that shed light on what recreation facilities Northampton
County residents believe are most needed. The Pennsylvania State Data Center conducted a state-wide
opinion survey on recreation needs in the summer of 1990. The survey was done in conjunction with an
update to the Pennsylvania Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan. Table 11 lists the top
ten areas and facilities survey respondents from Region 2 (Berks, Lehigh and Northampton) and the
state as a whole felt needed to be provided or expanded. The percentage noted in the table is the
percentage of respondents who believed that area or facility should be provided or expanded. Five of the
top ten involve trails or natural and wildlife areas.

There have been several recent opinion surveys that reveal what recreation facilities county residents
believe are most needed. In 1999 the LVPC surveyed 1.25% of the registered voters in Lehigh and
Northampton counties to learn their opinions on a variety of matters concerning growth and
development. One of the questions asked what are the most needed park and recreation facilities. The
responses from Northampton County are presented in Table 12.
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1Region 2 includes the counties of Berks, Lehigh and Northampton.
2No regional breakdown was provided for picnic areas.
Source: Pennsylvania State Data Center, Survey Research Unit, August 1990.

We don’t need any more of these - 44; No opinion/Don’t know - 28

Although the LVPC survey was taken nine years after the Pennsylvania State Data Center survey, the
results were similar. Northampton County voters listed large regional parks as the type of recreation
facility they believe is most needed. Trails for hiking, biking and horseback riding and nature reserves
were second and third in terms of being ranked first. Nature reserves got the most total responses — 172.

The LVPC survey also asked whether more parks, recreation facilities and open space should be
acquired and developed in the county. The responses from Northampton County were as follows:

11ELBAT
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Response Number     %

Strongly agree 151 32.3
Agree 166 35.5
Not sure 44 9.4
Disagree 58 12.4
Strongly disagree 18 3.8
No opinion/Don’t know         31      6.6

                                                Total 468 100.0

Almost 69% agree or strongly agree that the county needs more parks, recreation facilities and open
space. Only 16% disagreed or strongly disagreed that more parks, recreation facilities and open space
are needed.

Preserving open space and environmentally sensitive features is important to Northampton County
citizens. The LVPC survey contained a question that asked registered voters to rank what features in new
residential development are important. The responses (Table 13 below) show that the overwhelming
first choice was preservation of open space and environmentally sensitive features.

    No opinion/Don’t know — 26

No discussion about park facilities would be complete without some comments on local demographics.
It is a fact that in Northampton County, as in the remainder of Pennsylvania and the nation, the median
age is increasing. In 1970 the median age in Northampton County was 32.0 years. The median age
increased to 32.8 years in 1980, 34.9 years in 1990, and 38.5 years in 2002.. This trend could continue
for several more decades as the large Baby Boom segment of the population ages. Baby Boomers are
persons born during the years 1946 through 1964 and some have already reached the age of 50.
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Population forecasts by the LVPC show that by the year 2010 about one third of all Northampton County
residents will be 50 years of age or older. About 48% will be 40 years of age or older. People in these
age brackets are less interested in strenuous recreation than young adults and children. Northampton
County must be prepared to serve the park and open space needs of an older population.

Play areas for turf field sports and other active recreation pursuits remain important even if the
population is aging. Organized sports activities for youth and adults are very popular. Soccer in
particular has grown rapidly in popularity during the past decade. One needs to look no farther than
Lehigh County for a local soccer success story. The Sports Fields of Lehigh County, a 10 field soccer
complex at Cedar Creek Parkway West in South Whitehall Township, is a huge success. There is no
indication that this region has an excess of areas for turf field sports. We believe the primary
responsibility for developing and maintaining active play areas and recreation fields lies with the cities,
boroughs and townships. Northampton County has been able to supplement this need through facilities
provided at Louise W. Moore Park. When developed, the Weaversville County Park will provide some
active recreation areas in the western part of the county. About $3.5 million from the $111 million
Northampton County bond issue is being made available to municipalities to buy parkland and develop
recreation facilities. At some future date more money could be available to municipalities for recreation
facility development if the county implements the recommendations of the Northampton County 21st

Century Open Space Initiative.

Conclusions

The 1999 LVPC survey showed that Northampton County voters support the acquisition and
development of more parks and open space. What county residents want most are more large regional
parks and trails for walking and biking. More nature reserves are also desired by county residents. We
believe these are the type of parks that are most appropriate for county government to supply.

RECOMMENDED GUIDELINES FOR THE
ACQUISITION OF PARKS AND OPEN SPACE

BY NORTHAMPTON COUNTY

There are some general guidelines for Northampton County to follow in the acquisition of parkland and
open space. The following recommendations are similar to the ones presented in Northampton County
Parks — 2000. Changes and additions are included as needed.

1. Types of Parks. Using the National Recreation and Park Association classification system as a
guide, the top priority for Northampton County should be the acquisition and development of the
following types of parks: regional/metropolitan parks, regional park reserves, linear parks, and
conservancy areas. Of the four types listed, highest priority should be given to regional parks that
have adequate room for both active and passive recreation facilities.

Northampton County does not have to provide for all components of recreation and open space
needs. Mini-parks, neighborhood parks and playgrounds, and community parks should be the
responsibility of city, borough and township government. Northampton County’s recent $111
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million bond issue helps local municipalities provide for these type facilities. The County bond
program contains $3.5 million in grant monies for use by the cities, boroughs and townships to
purchase land for parks and for improvements to existing parks.

There are many special use recreation activities that are best provided by the private sector or
quasi-public organizations. Examples include golf courses, downhill ski areas, arenas, shooting
ranges, and outdoor theaters. Recreation and open space facilities such as game lands,
recreational lakes and very large parks and reserves should be the responsibility of state or
federal government.

2. Site Characteristics. We recommend Northampton County continue to focus its efforts on large
sites (70-100 acres or larger) that afford a variety of recreation potentials. The ideal site would
have plenty of acreage for active recreation; it would contain some acreage close to water which
is attractive to hikers, picnickers and fishermen; it would include some natural habitat; and it
would include a loop walking trail of at least one mile in length.

3. Locational Characteristics. It was noted in the last county park plan that it is not always possible
to select the ideal locations for parks because of ownership patterns and cost factors.
Nevertheless, successful parks such as Louise W. Moore Park are the ones that get extensive use.
Northampton County should continue to give high priority to park locations that are close to
existing and forecasted concentrations of population. The 1991 county park plan recommended
that the first priority should be to acquire land in western Northampton County for use as a
regional park. This was accomplished with the purchase of the 200-acre former Weaversville
State Farm site. The County will spend over $3 million between 2002 and 2005 to develop
Weaversville into a county park.

The 1991 park plan recommended, as a second priority, the acquisition of a similar type site in
the lower part of the Slate Belt. The site should be used as a regional park. Some of the money
from the $111 million county bond issue will be used to acquire a 160-acre farm in Plainfield
Township. A master plan for the property should be developed shortly after it is acquired. At
some future date, probably after 2004, this property should be developed as a regional park to
serve the northeast part of the county.

The preservation of important natural areas is desired no matter where they are located. Many of
the best sites are in Upper Mt. Bethel Township. The County should continue to expand its
holdings in the Bear Swamp/Minsi Lake area. Northampton County also should consider
acquiring more land along the Delaware River if the opportunity arises.

4. Linkages. Linkages between major parks, significant natural areas, and along water courses are
important. There are several potential linkages the County should pursue. One important linkage
would connect the Bear Swamp Archery Complex Minsi Lake area with the Delaware Water
Gap National Recreation Area. This linkage would include important natural areas such as the
Minsi Lake Vernal Pools. The linkage also has the potential to connect the Minsi Lake area with
the Appalachian Trail. Another possible linkage would connect Jacobsburg Environmental
Education Center with the Rissmiller Woods natural area and the base of the Blue Mountain in
Bushkill Township and the Plainfield Township Recreation Trail. Other linkages may be found
along the Delaware and Lehigh rivers and the county’s major streams.
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5. Acquisitions to be Avoided. Past experience in the Lehigh Valley shows that it is important to
know what types of properties have very limited recreation potential or will be unreasonably
expensive to acquire and develop. It is recommended that the following types of properties not
be acquired:

• Remote areas that are isolated, hard to get to, and difficult to maintain.

• Areas that have limited recreation potential. Examples are sites that are exclusively steep
slope areas, quarries, and mineholes. Unless accompanied by a majority of developable
acreage, sites of this type offer little opportunity for active recreation. Quarries and
mineholes present substantial liability and offer few recreational benefits.

• Properties that are tied up with excessive legal restrictions on use or informal understandings
with former or neighboring property owners on use of the land. When Northampton County
acquires land for parks or open space, it should be done with the understanding that the land
is intended for public access and use.

• Historic buildings and structures that will require more money for restoration and
maintenance than the County is willing to spend. There may be some noteworthy historic
structures that should be saved. However, care should be taken to insure that the costs for
restoration and future maintenance are identified before any historic property is acquired or
restoration is undertaken.

6. Use of Eminent Domain. The use of eminent domain (condemnation) by local governments to
acquire land for park and open space use is permitted by law. Elected officials have been
reluctant to use eminent domain because of the potential for negative publicity. Nevertheless, we
recommend the use of eminent domain as a last resort if it is needed to  acquire vital park and
open space links, or to preserve high priority natural areas.

7. Northampton County should seek guidance from existing studies and plans when acquiring park
and open space land or historical features. In addition to this report, studies that should be used
include:

• Joint Planning Commission, Lehigh-Northampton Counties, Comprehensive Plan for
Lehigh and Northampton Counties, Pennsylvania, Adopted by Northampton County on July
15, 1993.

• Joint Planning Commission, Lehigh-Northampton Counties, Regional Recreation and Open
Space Plan-1980 Update, June 1980.

• Pennsylvania Science Office of The Nature Conservancy, A Natural Areas Inventory of
Lehigh and Northampton Counties, Pennsylvania, 1999.

• Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, Lehigh and Northampton Counties Natural Areas
Inventory Summary, April 1999.
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• Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, Inventory of Park and Other Outdoor Recreation
Facilities in Lehigh and Northampton Counties, Updated annually.

• Joint Planning Commission, Lehigh-Northampton Counties, Greenways Inventory,
September 1992.

• Joint Planning Commission, Lehigh-Northampton Counties, Rails-to-Trails Inventory for
Lehigh and Northampton Counties PA, March 1993.

• Joint Planning Commission, Lehigh-Northampton Counties, Bike Rides the Lehigh Valley,
June 1994.

• The Delaware and Lehigh Canal National Heritage Corridor Commission, Delaware and
Lehigh Canal National Heritage Corridor and State Heritage Park - Management Action
Plan, January 1993.

• National Recreation and Park Association and the American Academy for Park and
Recreation Administration, Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines,
December 1995.

• Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Bureau of Historic Preservation,
National Register Listed and Eligible Properties in Pennsylvania—Northampton County.
Updated yearly.

Rating and Evaluation System

The report Northampton County Parks — 2000 recommends the County form a “Park Site Screening
Committee” to review and evaluate properties that are proposed for acquisition. The report also
recommends the use of a park site rating sheet and a natural areas rating sheet as a guide to help evaluate
any property that is being considered for part or open space purposes. Although no park site screening
committee was ever formed, the staff of the Northampton County Division of Parks and Recreation have
used the rating sheet to evaluate potential park acquisitions.

We believe the County should continue to use the park site rating sheet shown on page 24 as an
evaluation tool in rating land for park purposes.

IMPORTANT NATURAL AREAS

The Northampton County Parks — 2000 report recommends that Lehigh and Northampton counties hire
The Nature Conservancy to do a natural areas inventory of the two-county area. In the fall of 1996
Lehigh County contracted with the Pennsylvania Science Office of The Nature Conservancy for a bi-
county natural areas inventory. The project was funded by the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission and
a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureau of
Recreation and Conservation. Field work started in 1997 and the final report was released in April 1999.
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PARK SITE RATING SHEET - NORTHAMPTON COUNTY

SITE NAME: ____________________________________________________________________

MUNICIPALITY: ________________________________________________________________________
DATE:  _______________________________________________________________________________
TAX MAP I.D.: __________________________________________________________________________
TOTAL ACRES: ________________________________________________________________________

NO. CRITERIA MEASURE SCORE

1 Size of site (in acres) >70 ac. = 3 points; 50-70 ac. = 2 pts.; 25-50 ac. = 1 pt.; <25 ac. = 0 pts.

2 Proximity to Northampton County
population

20 min. to 200,000 = 3 pts.; 20-30min. to 200,000 - 1 pt.; > 30 min. = 0 pts.

3 Land and water present access to major water body or stream on site = 3 pts.; access to minor water
body or stream on site = 1 pt.; no water access = 0 pts.

4 Suitability for a variety of recreation
activities

10 or more activities = 9 pts.; 6-9 activities = 6 pts.; 3-5 activities = 3 pts.; 1-2
activities = 1 pt.

5 Special natural feature other than water
on site

Unique or extraordinary feature on site = 3 pts.; interesting feature on site = 1 pt.;
no such feature = 0 pts.

6 Special historical or cultural feature Unique or extraordinary feature on site = 3 pts.; interesting feature on site = 1 pt.;
no such feature = 0 pts.

7 Access to site (distance to good road) .25 mile to arterial or collector road = 3 pts.; on a paved local road = 2 pts.; on an
unpaved road = 1 pt.; no access = 0 pts.

8 Potential development cost to county none = 3 pts.; <$100,000 - 2 pts.; $100,000-$200,000 = 1 pt.; > $200,000 = 0 pts.

9 Needed improvement to existing facility brings site up to min. size (70 ac.) & improves site as a park = 3 pts.;
increases site size & improves site as a park = 1 pt.;
increases site size but no improvement as a park = 0 pts.

10 Recommended ini County Park or Comp.
Plan

Specifically in plan = 3 pts.; conceptually in accord with plan = 1 pt.;
no relationship to plan = 0 pts.

11 Cost to acquire $0-$7,500/acre = 3 pts.; $7,500-$15,000/ac. = 2 pts.;
$15,000-$25,000/ac. = 1 pt.; >$25,000 = 0 pts.

12 Possible municipal partnership definite municipal partnership = 3 pts.; possible municipal partnership = 1 pt.;
no municipal partnership = 0 pts.

13 Non-county funding available for
acquisition

>50% of cost paid = 3 pts.; 25%-50% = 2 pts.; under 25% = 1 pt.;
no outside funding = 0 pts.

SUB TOTAL

14 Clearly hazardous condition present present, mitigation not reasonably possible = -12 pts.;
present, mitigation possible = -8 pts.; not present = 0 pts.

15 Legal restrictions on use of site major restrictions present, cannot be overcome =-12 pts.;
minor restrictions present, potentially overcome = -8 pts.; not present = 0 pts.

16 High cost/low user potential high probability = -9 pts.; moderate probability = -6 pts.; low probability = -3 pts.;
none = 0 pts.

SUB TOTAL

TOTAL SCORE
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The Nature Conservancy (TNC) found 66 sites with statewide significance and another 18 sites with
local significance in the two county area. Appendix B contains a listing and brief description of the
Northampton County sites of both statewide and local significance. The location of these sites is shown
on Map 3.

Northampton County has most of the important natural areas in the Lehigh Valley. Two thirds (44) of
the sites with statewide importance are located in Northampton County. The northern and northeastern
parts of the county are particularly rich in important natural areas. Upper Mt. Bethel Township has 21
sites of statewide importance, almost one third of all sites in the Lehigh Valley. Five of the eight top
priority sites in Northampton County are in Upper Mt. Bethel Township. The other three top priority
sites also are in the northern part of the county. Although the greatest concentration of sites is in the Slate
Belt area, important natural areas can be found throughout Northampton County as can be seen on Map
3.

The report Natural Areas Inventory Summary was prepared by LVPC staff to be used in conjunction
with the full Natural Areas Inventory prepared by The Nature Conservancy. The summary contains
general recommendations for protecting important natural areas and more specific information,
including recommendations, for the priority sites. The first recommendation is to target all sites that are
ranked 1 or 2 for immediate protection and management of the site and the surrounding lands. The
following information on the eight top priority natural areas in Northampton County comes from the
Natural Areas Inventory Summary:

MT. BETHEL FENS (Upper Mt. Bethel Twp.) — This site is a complex of at least 10 rare
wetland communities, which are comprised of small calcareous fens and seeps (open meadow-like,
permanently saturated wetlands fed by high-pH groundwater), marshes and wooded swamps. Due
to the combination of limestone and past glaciation, the fen habitat created here is very rare, both in
Pennsylvania and globally. To date, there are 15 rare plants, two rare animals and two rare mosses
known to occur in the various fen communities. The Nature Conservancy (TNC) has identified the
Mt. Bethel Fens as one of its highest priorities for conservation in Pennsylvania. Currently, TNC is
cooperating with landowners throughout the valley to ensure the survival of the fens.

MOUNT JACK LIMESTONE OUTCROP (Upper Mt. Bethel Twp.) — This site has exposed
and eroded limestone outcrops along the Delaware River which support a good quality example of
a Calcareous Riverside Outcrop Natural Community, a fair quality example of a Northern
Appalachian Shale Cliff Natural Community, and three plant species of special concern. A series of
sparsely vegetated rock outcrops run along the base of several steeply sloping, sparsely vegetated
shale cliffs. The low-lying riverside outcrops are scoured by ice flows in late winter and by flood
waters in early spring. The adjacent river includes a series of riffles and turbulent rapids which is
good habitat for several animal species of concern. Historic evidence of an animal species thought
to be extirpated from PA was observed during 1997 field surveys, though no living individuals were
found. Further surveys are encouraged to determine whether this species persists at the site. The
natural communities and species of concern at this site will be best protected by leaving the site in
its current condition.

DELAWARE RIVER WATER GAP (Upper Mt. Bethel Twp.) — This is one of the most
striking natural features in Pennsylvania. The water gap supports a good quality example of the
relatively common Northern Appalachian Acidic Cliff Natural Community. It also supports
populations of a PA-Rare Animal species and a PA-Endangered plant species. The cliff community
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also provides habitat for a variety of bird species, notably black vultures, turkey vultures, and
common ravens. This site is within the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area.

BIG OFFSET BARREN (Plainfield Twp.; Hamilton Twp., Monroe Co.) — This site is a broad
forested plateau which straddles the Northampton/Monroe county line on the Blue Mountain. The
forest is dry and includes a significant component of heath species such as lowbush blueberry and
mountain laurel. Its relatively young age suggests the area has burned or been clear cut within this
century. The site supports a fair to good quality protection of a G3 PA-Endangered plant species.
Long term survival of this species at this site may depend on the availability of forest gaps. A 1997
survey of the barren found one population doing well.

BEAR SWAMP (Upper Mt. Bethel Twp.) — This site supports an extensive fair to good quality
example of a Circumneutral Broadleaf Swamp Natural Community. The swamp community occurs
in two separate lobes along two separate tributaries of Martins Creek and occupies approximately
200 acres. Although there has been much historic manipulation of the landscape surrounding the
swamps, the swamps are intact and support a wide range of both plant and animal species. Bear
Swamp is the largest example of this kind of habitat in Northampton County. This site will be best
protected by maintaining the integrity of the forest buffer and insuring a consistent hydrologic
regime. Limiting or decreasing the fragmentation of the surrounding landscape will benefit this
natural community. Bear Swamp is located partly within Minsi Lake-Bear Swamp County Park.

MINSI LAKE VERNAL POOLS (Upper Mt. Bethel Twp.) — This site supports a good
quality example of an Ephemeral/Fluctuating Natural Pools Natural Community. It may be the
largest concentration of vernal ponds known from Pennsylvania. There are more than 100 pools of
varying size scattered throughout several hundred acres of dry-mesic forest. Several streams and
springs are also present at the site. The pools, streams, and springs create a diversity of microhabitats
which in turn support a diverse flora. The great variety of wetland microhabitats make this area
excellent breeding habitat for amphibians. This site has potential for several species of concern,
though none were observed during our surveys. The area has seen disturbance in the past from
logging and perhaps grazing, though much of the forest is currently recovering. Minsi Lake Vernal
Pools is located partly within Minsi Lake-Bear Swamp County Park.

In 2001 The Nature Conservancy purchased 115 acres that include some of the best Minsi Lake
vernal pools. The purchase will insure protection of the vernal pools and the surrounding forest
which is an important part of the Minsi Lake watershed.

RISMILLER WOODS (Bushkill Twp.) — This site supports a good to fair quality example of
an Ephemeral/Fluctuating Natural Pools Natural Community and a good quality population of a PA-
Rare shrub species. The ponds, as well as streams and springs that also occur here, create a diversity
of microhabitats which support a large diversity of herbs, ferns, and graminoid species. This variety
of wetland microhabitats also makes the area excellent breeding habitat for amphibians. The area has
seen disturbance in the past from logging, though most of the forest is currently in good condition.
These woods also provide a forest corridor connecting the sizable forests at Jacobsburg
Environmental Education Center with Blue Mountain. This site will be best protected by
maintaining existing forest and limiting the fragmentation of the forest on the surrounding
landscape.
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MOORESTOWN WETLAND (Bushkill Twp.) — This site includes areas of marsh and shrub
swamp, which are fed by ground water seepage. Red maple (Acer rubrum), cattail (Typha latifolia),
skunk cabbage (Symplocarpus foetidus), and sedges (Carex spp.) are common plant species. This
wetland has been impacted by silt runoff from the adjacent farm fields as well as by the roads that
may be influencing the hydrology. It supports an animal species of special concern. Maintaining the
hydrology is critical to the survival of this species at this site.

In addition to the above sites, the Delaware River and the Blue Mountain are recognized by TNC as
being exceptional natural features. The Delaware River and its forested watersheds comprise one of the
major corridors for the movement of biota in eastern Pennsylvania. This includes habitat for resident
species, habitat required for migrating birds, habitat for resident and migratory aquatic animals, and
habitat needed for the long term survival of plant species. Conserving the best sites must be considered
as part of the effort to conserve the greater natural functional value of the river corridor.

Blue Mountain is the most extensive relatively contiguous area of natural habitat in Northampton
County. It is also one of the major corridors for the movement of biota in eastern Pennsylvania. With its
extensive forests, streams, seeps, vernal pools, rock outcrops, and boulder fields, Blue Mountain is
probably the wildest area remaining in southeastern Pennsylvania. The extensive relatively
unfragmented forests include habitat for resident animal species including large mammals such as bear,
bobcat and deer. The streams, seeps, springs, and vernal pools of the lower portions of Blue Mountain
provide important habitat for a wide diversity of plant species as well as many groups of animals.
Preserving the ecological integrity of Blue Mountain is an important component in preserving the
biodiversity of Northampton County.

Recommendations

It was noted earlier in the report that Northampton County residents are interested in preserving
important natural areas. Northampton County should continue its efforts to implement the
recommendations of the reports A Natural Areas Inventory of Lehigh and Northampton Counties,
Pennsylvania and Natural Areas Inventory Summary.

Parts or all of some top priority natural areas are protected through public or conservancy ownership.
These sites include the Mt. Bethel Fens, Mount Jack Limestone Outcrop, Delaware River Water Gap
and Bear Swamp. The Nature Conservancy and the Wildlands Conservancy are working to preserve the
Minsi Lake Vernal Pools and the Wildlands Conservancy is involved with a project to protect the
Moorestown Wetland. Northampton County should continue to acquire land around the Bear Swamp
Archery Complex and Minsi Lake as the opportunity arises. The County also should create partnerships
with the Wildlands Conservancy and The Nature Conservancy to protect significant natural areas. The
findings and recommendations of the two natural areas inventory reports should be used to guide County
actions with regard to significant natural areas.
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GREENWAYS

In 1987, the Report of the President’s Commission on Americans Outdoors found that America’s
metropolitan areas and open spaces are losing ground to development at an alarming rate. The
Commission recommended that communities should establish greenways — corridors of private and
public recreation lands and water — to provide people with access to open space close to where they live,
and to link together rural and urban spaces.

Greenways serve a variety of functions. They are ideal for walking, jogging, biking, enjoying nature and,
in some cases, even commuting. Their benefits extend beyond recreation, however. Because they are
free from development, they help control siltation, flooding and erosion. This results in improved
drainage and water quality. Greenways can be established solely for wildlife habitat protection and may
have no or only limited public access.

Greenways can be local, regional, or statewide. They can consist of a single parcel, but usually include
a system of landholdings that create an elaborate chain of open space. Some of the best examples include
abandoned railroads, ridgelines, stream valleys, property along canals, landscaped bicycle paths, utility
rights-of-way, and open space linking nature preserves, cultural features and historic sites.

There are five basic types of greenways:

• urban river greenways
• ecological corridors
• scenic drives and historic routes
• path and trail greenways
• comprehensive greenway systems

Urban river greenways usually are created as part of a redevelopment program along neglected
waterfronts. The purpose of an urban river greenway is to return waterways to public use and stimulate
the local economy. Waterfront improvement efforts have been completed or are underway in the cities
of Bethlehem and Easton. The boroughs of Walnutport, Northampton and Freemansburg have done an
excellent job in improving public access to the Lehigh River and Lehigh Canal.

Ecological corridors are usually located along rivers and major streams to provide for wildlife
migration, nature study opportunities, and hiking. Unbroken ridge lines also serve as ecological
corridors. It was noted earlier in this report that the Delaware River and Blue Mountain are identified as
exceptional natural features by The Nature Conservancy. The primary reason is that both provide an
extensive relatively contiguous area of natural habitat that serves as a major corridor for the movement
of biota. The Blue Mountain, for example, has long been recognized as a major fall migration route for
hawks, ospreys and eagles. The Delaware River is used by migrating shad on their way to spawning
grounds in the upper part of the river. To a lesser degree, the Lehigh River and major streams such as the
Hokendauqua and Bushkill serve the same function. Another important ecological corridor includes the
area between Bear Swamp Archery Complex/Minsi Lake and the Delaware Water Gap National
Recreation Area. This corridor includes two of Northampton County’s most important natural areas —
the Minsi Lake Vernal Pools and Bear Swamp.
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Scenic drives and historic routes are transportation corridors of aesthetic, cultural, or historic value.
They protect outstanding views, unusual geologic formations, and dramatic urban scenes. State Route
611 through Northampton County was designated as part of the Delaware River Scenic Drive by the
Pennsylvania General Assembly in December 1988. The entire scenic drive extends from Morrisville,
Bucks County, north to Milford in Pike County. The Delaware and Lehigh National Heritage Corridor
is an excellent example of an historic route that served as a transportation corridor. The Corridor
includes the Delaware and Lehigh canals and surrounding environs. When combined with the adjacent
Delaware and Lehigh rivers they create a potential major greenway in Northampton County and beyond.
More will be said about the Delaware and Lehigh National Heritage Corridor in a later section of this
plan.

Recreational paths and trails generally cover great distances along river, canals, railroad rights-of-way
and other public properties. In areas such as the Lehigh Valley they serve hikers, bikers, joggers, cross-
country skiers, and horseback riders. The best examples we have in Northampton County are  the
Appalachian National Scenic Trail and the tow paths of the Delaware and Lehigh canals. Abandoned
railroad corridors are ideal for urban trail greenways and we have several excellent examples in
Northampton County. These rails-to-trails facilities will be covered later.

Comprehensive greenway systems usually are comprised of several greenway projects. There is an
opportunity to create a comprehensive greenway system in Northampton County and the region. This
can be done by linking the Appalachian National Scenic Trail, the Delaware and Lehigh National
Heritage Corridor Trail, and any number of potential side trails that may be created along major streams
and abandoned railroad rights-of-way.

The Pennsylvania Department of Community Affairs, in August 1992, asked the Lehigh Valley
Planning Commission to provide the Department with an inventory of potential greenways in Lehigh
and Northampton counties. The inventory was completed in September 1992. The inventory identifies
seven potential greenways in Northampton County (see Map 4). Two of these potential greenways —
Appalachian Trail/Blue Mountain — involve continuous woodlands. The others are along the Delaware
River, Lehigh River or major streams. Information contained in the inventory includes the name,
location, major features, status, and contacts for each potential greenway. U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute
quadrangle maps of each greenway show existing parks and other public open space along the potential
greenway.

The Wildlands Conservancy has been involved in a number of greenway projects in the Lehigh Valley.
In 1998 the Wildlands Conservancy completed a Rivers Conservation Management Plan for the
Monocacy Creek. The Management Plan was approved by the PA Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources in July 1999. This made the Monocacy Creek the first stream in the Lehigh Valley
to get Conservation Registry status. Projects identified in the Management Plan are eligible for
implementation, development or acquisition grant funding through the Keystone Rivers Conservation
Program.

In the mid-1990s the Two Rivers Area Council of Governments hired a consultant to prepare a Two
Rivers Area Watershed Conservation Management Plan for Bushkill Creek watershed, Frys Run and
several other small watersheds in the area. The final plan was printed in 2002 and submitted to the
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources for approval. As of May 2002 the
Two Rivers Area Council of Governments was in the process of obtaining a consultant to prepare a
greenway plan for the same area covered in the Two Rivers Area Watershed Conservation Management
Plan.
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The Bushkill Stream Conservancy was created in 1991. The Bushkill Stream Conservancy has been
very successful in gaining regional, municipal and private support for creating a greenway along the
Bushkill Creek. Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center staff have been working with the Bushkill
Stream Conservancy to promote the creation of a greenway that would connect Jacobsburg with the Blue
Mountain.

Another greenway organization that involves part of Northampton County is the Delaware River
Greenway Partnership, Inc. The partnership is a bi-state public/private organization that advocates a
comprehensive approach to protecting and managing the Delaware River. It involves six counties in
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, including all of Northampton County along the Delaware River. The
mission statement of the partnership is:

“To promote the public and private stewardship of a regional greenway as a continuous
corridor of natural, historic, scenic, and recreational resources along the Delaware River
and its tributaries, and to recognize the integrity of the Delaware River system through
a public/private partnership.”

Some activities or projects of the Delaware River Greenway Partnership have involved: sponsorship of
the yearly Delaware River Sojourn, work on an Open Space and Recreation Master Plan for the corridor
of the Delaware River between the Delaware River Water Gap and the Rancocas Creek in Burlington
County, New Jersey, and a proposal for a Heritage Trail along both sides of the Delaware River. Another
major effort of the Greenway Partnership involved sponsorship of the Lower Delaware National Wild
and Scenic River Study. That study led to the designation of the Lower Delaware River as a National
Wild & Scenic River on November 1, 2000.

The regional park and open space plans prepared by the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission have
always promoted preserving land along rivers and streams. The LVPC’s first Regional Recreation and
Open Space Plan, published in 1971, recommended a number of specific sites that should be acquired
and used as county parks. Four of the five sites qualify as greenway projects. The specific sites in
Northampton include the following:

Bushkill Creek Proposed County Park. This includes the area from the Jacobsburg Environmental
Education Center downstream to Easton. Northampton County does not own any parkland along the
Bushkill. However, most of the municipalities adjacent to the stream have developed stream front
parks.

Lehigh Canal Proposed County Park. This park, which included sections in Lehigh County, would
have stretched from Walnutport south to Easton. Most of the park development along the Lehigh
Canal during the past 30 years has been undertaken by local municipalities. Easton, Palmer
Township, Bethlehem Township, Freemansburg, Bethlehem City, Northampton and Walnutport all
have developed hiking trails and parks along the Lehigh River and Lehigh Canal. The Delaware and
Lehigh National Heritage Corridor and the D&L Trail also include the Lehigh River and Lehigh
Canal and will be covered under a separate section.

Monocacy Creek Proposed County Park. This park would have extended from Steuben Station in
East Allen Township downstream to Eaton Avenue in Bethlehem. Not much park acquisition has
occurred in this reach of the Monocacy Creek during the past 30 years. Northampton County has
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acquired several properties in Bethlehem City and Bethlehem Township for open space. In the 1980s
Map 4 - Potential Greenways, Northampton County

Lower Nazareth Township acquired a 15 acre tract along the Monocacy Creek for future park use
passive recreation. The tract is called Hahn Meadow Park.

Scenic Route 611 Proposed County Park. Pennsylvania Act No. 1988-134, signed into law on
December 5, 1988, created the Delaware River Scenic Drive. The idea for a scenic drive along the
Delaware River dates back to the 1960s and was included in the LVPC regional recreation and open
space plan of 1971. The 1971 plan called for Northampton County to acquire properties along the
Delaware River or Delaware Canal. The County has acquired a number of these sites in whole or in
part. These include Wy-Hit-Tuk Park and Fry’s Run Park in Williams Township, Frost Hollow
Overlook in Forks Township, Mud Run in Lower Mt. Bethel Township, and Mount Jack in Upper
Mt. Bethel Township. Other riverfront recreation projects have been provided by the State of
Pennsylvania, PP&L and Reliant Energy Mid-Atlantic Power Holdings (formerly GPU).

In 2001 a Lehigh Valley/Berks Greenways Task Force was created. The mission of the task force is:

• to coordinate and facilitate federal, state, county and municipal planning and implementation of
greenways in the three county area,

• to identify existing and potential projects in the region and to provide guidance in planning and
implementation as needed,

• to provide information on the availability of funding, technical assistance, and other resources,
• to review projects and concepts that are potential models for advancing greenway and

conservation goals in the area, and
• to explore technical and staff resources available for current and future greenway planning

activities.

The task force is composed of over 20 persons representing state, county and local government, various
conservancies, trails and greenways organizations, two heritage corridors, the Berks County Planning
Commission and the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission. The efforts of the task force should
eventually lead to the preparation of greenway plans for Berks County and the Lehigh Valley.

Recommendations

Northampton County should support park and open space projects that enhance the potential greenways
identified on Map 4. From a county or regional perspective, the most important potential greenways are
the Delaware River/Delaware Canal, Lehigh River/Lehigh Canal and the Appalachian Trail/Blue
Mountain. Table 14 lists greenway features that should be important to Northampton County.

The Delaware River/Delaware Canal possess all of the eight features. The Lehigh River/Lehigh Canal
have all but one of the features listed in Table 14. The other six potential greenways possess at least three
of the listed greenway characteristics.

In 2001 the State of Pennsylvania prepared an Action Plan for Pennsylvania Greenways. The plan
provides a coordinated and strategic approach to the development of greenways. The plan also calls for
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the creation of a central source of information about greenways and regular coordination among state
agencies and local partners such as counties. Northampton County should continue to share greenway
information with the state and region through the Lehigh Valley/Berks Greenways Task Force.

RAILS-TO-TRAILS

Abandoned railroad rights-of-way offer unique opportunities for recreation activities that require a
narrow, linear facility. Their gentle grades through open scenic areas are perfect for a variety of users
including walkers, runners, bicyclists, equestrians, in-line skaters, cross-country skiers and people with
disabilities.

Interest in acquiring abandoned railroad rights-of-way for recreation has grown in recent years. Act 188
of 1990 established within the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection the Pennsylvania
Rails-ro-Trails Program to foster the protection and preservation of abandoned railroad corridors for
public use. The Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991 created the Symms
National Recreation Trail Trust Fund which provides for the transfer of federal gas taxes paid on non-
highway recreation fuel used in off-highway vehicles and in back-country camping. The purpose of the
National Recreation Trails Act is to fund trail and trail-related projects. The acquisition and
development of abandoned railroad rights-of-way for recreation trails is an eligible activity.

Another element of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Act of 1991 is the Transportation
Enhancement Program. This program is aimed at stimulating additional activities that go beyond the
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normal or historic elements of a transportation improvement program. One of the eligible funding
activities is the preservation of abandoned railroad corridors for conversion and use for pedestrian and
bicycle trails. Since its inception the Transportation Enhancements Program has helped fund a number
of rails-to-trails projects in the Lehigh Valley. This includes a proposed extension of Northampton
County’s Nor-Bath Trail from Savage Road in Allen Township west to near the Northampton Borough
Recreation Center.

In 1992 the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection initiated a systematic, statewide
inventory of abandoned railroad lines in Pennsylvania. County and regional planning agencies such as
the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission were asked to help. The LVPC volunteered to inventory the
Lehigh Valley and completed the report Rails-to-Trails Inventory for Lehigh and Northampton
Counties in March 1993. The four active rail-to-trail projects and seven inactive or abandoned railroad
lines found in Northampton County are shown on Map 5.

Northampton County and several of its municipalities have been leaders in rail-trail development. At the
time the rails-to-trails inventory was completed there already were four rail-trail facilities in
Northampton County. The oldest and best known is the paved, 7.8 mile Bike Trail of Palmer and
Bethlehem Townships. The trail was opened in 1981 and has received national recognition. An
extension to the eastern end of the trail was completed in 1998. Plainfield Township, in 1987, acquired
a seven mile abandoned railroad right-of-way from Conrail for eventual use as the Plainfield Township
Recreation Trail. Plainfield Township was awarded a $196,000 Transportation Enhancements Program
grant in 2000 that will be used to make improvements to the portion of the trail just north of Stockertown.
Forks Township has a 1.4 mile recreation trail that uses the right-of-way of the former Uhlers Branch of
the Lehigh and New England Railroad. In 2002 Tatamy and West Easton were awarded Transportation
Enhancements Program grants to build rail trails. (See Appendix C for details.)

Northampton County has developed an excellent rail-trail facility using the right-of-way of the former
Northampton and Bath Railroad. The County, in 1979, purchased 5.24 miles of the original 8.5 miles of
track. To date the County has focused its efforts on developing the 3.75-mile segment of the trail that
connects Jacksonville Park in East Allen Township to Savage Road in Allen Township. This trail also
passes the 65-acre Bicentennial Park in East Allen Township and the site of the proposed Weaversville
County Park in Allen Township. In 2000 Northampton County was awarded a $100,000 Transportation
Enhancements Program grant to extend the Nor-Bath Trail west into the heart of Northampton Borough.
Additional moneys for development of the trail extension will come from a $100,000 Pennsylvania
Growing Greener grant and $200,000 from the Northampton County $111 million bond issue. The
eventual goal is to connect the Nor-Bath Trail with the Heritage Trail Walkway at Canal Street Park
along the Lehigh River in Northampton Borough. Someday it may be possible to extend the Nor-Bath
Trail northeast from Jacksonville Park all the way to Bath.

By the end of the 1990s there were a number of rail-trail projects in various stages of planning or
development. The most significant projects involve the former Easton and Northern Industrial Branch
(see Map 5). This abandoned railroad R.O.W. extends from Easton westward through West Easton and
Wilson to Palmer Township and then north to the Bushkill Creek. There it follows the west side of the
Bushkill Creek north through Tatamy and Stockertown. When completed the rail-trail will connect the
Plainfield Township Recreation Trail with the Bike Trail of Palmer and Bethlehem Townships. The
Bike Trail of Palmer and Bethlehem Townships connects with the D&L Trail at the Lehigh Canal tow
path in Bethlehem Township. From there it is possible to hike or bike west to Canal Park in Allentown
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or east through the Hugh Moore Park to the Delaware Canal State Park at the confluence of the Lehigh
and Delaware rivers. From Easton trail users can follow the tow path of the Delaware Canal south
through Williams Township and Bucks County almost all the way to Philadelphia. Before the end of this
decade it should be possible to hike or bike a completed D&L Trail all the way from Allentown to
Wilkes-Barre.

In 1998 Palmer Township acquired four miles of the former Easton & Northern Industrial Branch that
includes R.O.W. from Easton through Tatamy. In 1999 Palmer Township received a $254,000 grant
through the Transportation Enhancements Program to construct the trail segment along the west side of
Bushkill Creek through the township.

The report Northampton County Parks — 2000 (pp. 40 & 41) recommends that Northampton County
acquire the former Central Railroad of New Jersey right-of-way from Palmer Township to
Freemansburg. The County is still interested in the right-of-way but does not want to acquire the old
railroad bridge over Main Street in Freemansburg. The current owner, The Reading Company, insists
the bridge be part of the acquisition package. Northampton County is concerned about the liability
associated with the bridge and the cost to have it removed.

The former Central Railroad of New Jersey right-of-way parallels the Lehigh Canal tow path. Since the
completion of the Northampton County Parks — 2000 in 1991 improvements have been made to the
canal tow path. It now provides a pleasant, shaded path for hiking and biking from Freemansburg to the
Bike Trail of Palmer and Bethlehem Townships. As part of the Route 33 Extension construction project,
the former Central Railroad of New Jersey right-of-way from Hope Road east was condemned by
PennDOT for use as an access road to the area of the Lehigh River bridge. This section has been
transferred from PennDOT to the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission as part of the Route 33
Extension mitigation agreement. The section is now available for trail development. It would be good
to have all of the former Central Railroad of New Jersey right-of-way from Main Street in Freemansburg
east as an alternative trail to the Lehigh Canal tow path. However, it is not essential since the tow path
provides the D&L Trail with a link between Palmer Township and Freemansburg.

Recommendations

The top rail-to-trail priority is the linking of several potential rail-trail projects in the area between the
Plainfield Township Recreation Trail and the Bike Trail of Palmer and Bethlehem Townships. There are
four segments that need to be built before a continuous trail from Palmer Township to Pen Argyl is
complete. The section along the west side of the Bushkill Creek in Palmer Township  and the area south
of Main Street in Tatamy have received funding. The sections in Wilson and Stockertown are in the
planning stage and may get funded within the next several years.

The second priority rail-to-trail priority is the extension of the Nor-Bath Trail west into Northampton
Borough and eventually the Canal Street Park. The construction of the section from Savage Road to the
Northampton Borough Recreation Center will be built with money from various grants and the county
bond issue. The section between the recreation center and Canal Street Park will have to use public roads
and sidewalks since no abandoned railroad right-of-way exists in the area.
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The third priority is the acquisition by Northampton County of the abandoned former Central Railroad
of New Jersey right-of-way between Palmer Township and Main Street in Freemansburg. The right-of-
way should be acquired only if a satisfactory solution can be reached regarding the ownership and/or
removal of the railroad bridge over Main Street in Freemansburg. The tow path of the Lehigh Canal in
Freemansburg provides an excellent link in the D&L Trail between Bethlehem Township and
Bethlehem City. We do not believe Northampton County needs to acquire the former Freemansburg
Industrial Track right-of-way west of Main Street. It is not needed for recreation trail purposes.

DELAWARE & LEHIGH CANAL NATIONAL
HERITAGE CORRIDOR AND STATE HERITAGE PARK

The Delaware and Lehigh Canal National Heritage Corridor Commission was established by the United
States Congress in 1988. The purpose of the Commission is to oversee the planning and implementation
process for what has become the Delaware and Lehigh Canal National Heritage Corridor and State
Heritage Park. The Corridor stretches more than 150 miles across five counties and some 100
municipalities (see Map 6). The 15 municipalities in Northampton County that front on the Delaware or
Lehigh River are important links in the corridor. There are several existing or proposed Northampton
County park projects that relate to the plans for the corridor.

The Management Action Plan for D&L Corridor was completed in January 1993. The Action Plan
divides the corridor into eight analysis areas or “reaches”. Each reach is identified by its special
attributes. Three of these reaches involve Northampton County — the Canal Towns Reach, the Lower
Lehigh Valley Reach, and the Delaware Canal Reach. The Canal Towns Reach extends from Lehighton
and Weissport in Carbon County down river through Allen Township in Northampton County and
North Whitehall Township in Lehigh County. The Management Plan lists the development of a
continuous canal and rail link through this reach as the top priority. The abandoned railroad right-of-way
along the west side of the Lehigh River has been acquired from Norfolk-Southern to provide the D&L
Trail link from Route 329 in Cementon in Whitehall Township north to Lehighton.

The major corridor activities in the Northampton County part of the Canal Towns Reach have occurred
in Walnutport. The Walnutport Canal Association, Inc. has expended much labor and money to improve
the Lehigh Canal tow path, the 1828 Locktender’s House and lock #23. This segment of the canal,
known as Canal Park, provides a variety of recreation opportunities such as hiking and biking on the tow
path, fishing and canoeing in the canal, and viewing historic sites.

The Lower Lehigh Valley Reach extends from Whitehall Township and Northampton Borough to the
Delaware River in Easton. Northampton County municipalities along this reach include the cities of
Bethlehem and Easton, the boroughs of Northampton, North Catasauqua, Freemansburg, Glendon,
West Easton and Wilson, and the townships of Bethlehem, Lower Saucon , Palmer and Williams. One
of the major recommendations for this reach is the completion of the D&L Trail using a combination of
trails in existing parks, the canal tow path, adjacent roads if necessary, and the abandoned railroad right-
of-way from the Race Street Bridge in Whitehall Township north.

Norfolk-Southern does not want to sell the railroad right-of-way from Race Street north to Route 329 for
use as the D&L Trail. As an alternative, the D&L Corridor Commission proposes to extend the D&L
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Trail north from Race Street in Catasauqua through North Catasauqua and Northampton to Route 329.
At Route 329 the trail will cross the Lehigh River to the abandoned railroad right-of-way in the village
of Cementon. The trail will use the canal tow paths in Catasauqua and North Catasauqua where it is
available. Local roads may be needed to link the trail from the tow path in North Catasauqua with the
Heritage Trail Walkway at Canal Street Park in Northampton. From Bethlehem down river to Easton the
D&L Trail will follow the Lehigh Canal tow path and the Bike Trail of Palmer and Bethlehem
Townships to the trail in Hugh Moore Park. The Hugh Moore Park trail connects with the Delaware
Canal tow path at the former Canal Museum in south Easton.

During the past several decades many Northampton County municipalities in the Lower Lehigh Valley
Reach have invested heavily in park projects along the Lehigh Canal and Lehigh River. Northampton,
Bethlehem City, Freemansburg, Bethlehem Township, Palmer Township, and Easton all have
developed excellent parks that take advantage of the Lehigh Canal, its tow path and the river. The
Wildlands Conservancy has been promoting use of the Lehigh River through its boat and bike program
and the Lehigh River Sojourn, a six day event that has been held in June every year since 1997.

The Delaware Canal Reach extends from the confluence of the Lehigh and Delaware rivers in Easton
south along the Delaware River and Delaware Canal to Yardley in lower Bucks County. The major
recreation feature is the Delaware Canal State Park which includes the Delaware Canal and tow path
from Easton to Yardley. The reach also includes two Northampton County parks — Wy-Hit-Tuk and
Fry’s Run — and the Northampton County Delaware River Scenic Drive. The priorities for the
Delaware Canal Reach are to better accommodate the present flow of tourists and protect resources
endangered by overuse or inappropriate development. These two concerns apply more to the Bucks
County part of the reach than to Northampton County. Nevertheless, the Bureau of State Parks has been
making improvements to the Northampton County section. In 1999 the state park received a $1,500,000
Transportation Enhancement Program grant to make improvements at the Ground Hog Locks south of
the village of Raubsville in Williams Township.

Recommendations

The Delaware and Lehigh Canal Heritage Corridor and State Park offers both current and future
recreation and economic benefits for Northampton County and the Lehigh Valley. Northampton County
should work with the Delaware and Lehigh Canal Corridor Commission whenever the opportunity
arises. The County and the Corridor Commission have park projects that relate to each other. Fry’s Run
Park and Wy-Hit-Tuk Park provide access to the Delaware Canal State Park and its D&L Trail that uses
the canal tow park. Wy-Hit-Tuk also has restrooms, a picnicking area, primitive camping and a boat
launch on the Lehigh Canal. There are few areas in Northampton County where the public can get easy
access to Delaware Canal and tow path. Two other locations where proposed County park activities
relate directly to the Heritage Corridor are in Bethlehem Township and the Borough of Northampton.
These involve rail-trail facilities mentioned earlier in this report. Additional joint projects should be
undertaken as the opportunity arises.
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RECOMMENDED ACTION PLAN

The Northampton County Parks – 2000 report noted that the County would need to add about 600 acres
of local, close-to-home space and regional recreation space by the year 2000 to stay even with the
minimum recommended guidelines. Not all of this acreage had to be provided by Northampton County.
The needed acreage in local, close-to-home parks should be the responsibility of the cities, boroughs and
townships. Nevertheless, the majority of the 600 acres would have to be acquired by Northampton
County. This would be primarily regional space.

The Northampton County Parks – 2000 report recommended that the County should concern itself with
the acquisition and development of large community parks, regional parks, linear parks and
conservancy areas. Mini parks, neighborhood parks and small community parks should be the
responsibility of the local units of government. This recommendation has changed only in that we
believe all community parks should be the responsibility of local government. Northampton County
should direct its efforts into acquiring regional space and developing the parks it already owns.

It was noted earlier in this report that, according to NRPA guidelines, Northampton County should have
at least 5,519 acres in local, close-to-home space and regional space (21.25 acres per 1,000 persons). The
park inventory for 2000 shows there were 4,963 acres of local, close-to-home and regional space in the
County. This leaves a deficit of 556 acres and all of it is in regional space. The LVPC year 2010
population forecast for Northampton County is 290,919. The deficit will grow to 1,218 acres if the
acreage in both categories of parkland remains unchanged through the year 2010. This is unlikely
because the local units of government will be adding parkland between 2000 and 2010.  Also, the LVPC
forecast for the year 2010 is likely to be high. The 2000 population for Northampton County was
267,060. A year 2010 population of 290,000 is likely. A deficit of about 1,100 acres is more realistic.

As we did in 1991, this recommended action plan is divided into two sections. The Short Term Action
Plan covers the years 2002 through 2005. The Long Term Action Plan is for the years 2006 through
2010.

Short Term Action Plan

Northampton County should acquire and begin to develop at least 300 acres of parkland during the next
five years. Much of this land should be suitable for a variety of active and passive recreation uses. The
acquisition of the 160-acre Gall Farm in Plainfield Township should go a long way in meeting this
acreage goal. Northampton County should also acquire more land at the Louise W. Moore Park and at
Minsi Lake/Bear Swamp during the period 2002-2005. We believe it is especially important to acquire
more land at the Louise W. Moore Park while the adjacent areas remain undeveloped.

A potential acquisition project that could be part of either the short term or long term action plan is the
acquisition of the former Central Railroad of New Jersey right-of-way through the townships of Palmer
and Bethlehem. This acquisition was recommended in the Northampton County Parks – 2000 report.
The acquisition had been complicated because of the need to remove an old railroad bridge over Main
Street in Freemansburg.



42 Northampton County Parks - 2010

Work should begin on developing Weaversville County Park into a regional facility. This will be a major
undertaking that eventually could cost in excess of $8 million. The current Northampton County Capital
Plan contains $3.5 million for the development of Weaversville during the next five years. About 2003
or 2004 Northampton County should have someone prepare a master plan for the Gall Farm. The next
five years should also see the extension of the Nor Bath Trail westward into Northampton Borough.

Lastly, Northampton County should implement the recommendations of the County Council’s Open
Space Committee for a Northampton County 21st Century Open Space Initiative. The initiative would
provide $37 million over 10 years to acquiire open space, preserve farmland and acquire land for park
development. On August 15, 2002, the council voted 8-0 to place the question on the November 2002
ballot. Lehigh County voters ratified a similar question in the May 2002 primary, voting by a margin of
2-1 to support a $30 million open space preservation program. The Northampton County Parks – 2000
report recommended that the County use this approach as a way to provide at least $500,000 a year for
ten years for park and open space acquisition. A number of counties and townships in southeastern
Pennsylvania have used bond issues as a way to raise substantial monies to buy parkland, open space and
agricultural conservation easements.

Long Term Action Plan

Northampton County should have acquired between 700 and 1,100 acres of parkland by 2010.  Some of
this acreage can be acquired between 2006 and 2010. Development of Weaversville County Park should
be completed by the end of the decade. Some development of the Gall Farm should be started after 2005.
Development of these two properties will reduce the recommended acreage target by 360 acres.

More land should be acquired at Weaversville County Park for a future park expansion. Additional land
also should be acquired along the Delaware River at Mt. Jack in Upper Mt. Bethel Township if the
opportunity arises. The site would make an excellent riverfront park if access was improved and the site
was larger. Although somewhat remote, this area of the river is very scenic and would offer a change
from the busy parks located in the urban core of the County. Currently Mt. Jack gets no public use.

More land should be acquired at Minsi Lake/Bear Swamp Archery Complex. By 2010 Northampton
County should have acquired enough land north of Minsi Lake so that a trail connecting the lake and the
Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area can be created. Northampton County should develop the
former Central Railroad of New Jersey right-of-way into a recreation trail for hiking and biking by the
end of the decade.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPECIFIC
NORTHAMPTON COUNTY

PARKS AND OPEN SPACE PROPERTIES

The following are recommendations for parks and open space properties currently owned or managed
by Northampton County:
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Louise W. Moore Park

Northampton County should acquire land adjacent to Louise W. Moore Park for a future expansion of
the park. Louise W. Moore Park is heavily used because it is easily accessible to residents of
Northampton County. This is a logical place to expand county park operations.

The survey of park users that was conducted in the summer and fall of 2000 showed that people like
Louise W. Moore Park. However, there are two things park users believe are needed. The first is pay
telephones. These are most needed to report emergencies. Another, less urgent, need is frequent painting
of the lines on the tennis courts.

Minsi Lake/Bear Swamp Archery Complex

Northampton County should acquire more land adjacent to Minsi Lake and the Bear Swamp Archery
Complex as the opportunity arises. One of the County’s most important natural areas, Minsi Lake Vernal
Pools, is located to the north of Minsi Lake. The Nature Conservancy and the Wildlands Conservancy
are trying to acquire this area to give it permanent protection. Northampton County should assist with
that effort if at all possible. More land should be added to the Bear Swamp Archery Complex.  Bear
Swamp also is one of the most important natural areas in Northampton County, according to the report
A Natural Areas Inventory of Lehigh and Northampton Counties, Pennsylvania. Although much of Bear
Swamp is owned by the County, there are parts of the swamp that remain in private ownership. Adding
land around Bear Swamp also provides a buffer area to the most important parts of that wetland.

Minsi Lake/Bear Swamp Archery Complex users have several items they would like to see added or
improved at the park. Over one half of the persons who answered the park users survey felt the pit toilets
at Minsi Lake could be improved. Almost one half of the park users would like to see more highway
signs directing people to the park. There are no signs directing people to the boardwalk in Bear Swamp.

Northampton County Recreation Trail (Nor-Bath Trail)

The Nor-Bath Trail is going to be extended west from the Savage Road trailhead in Allen Township to
the new community center in Northampton Borough. The project is being funded by a Transportation
Enhancements Program grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. Eventually, the
Nor-Bath Trail should connect with the Heritage Trail in Canal Street Park by way of streets and
sidewalks. The Heritage Trail will become one of the links in the 150-mile long D&L Trail that will
extend from Bristol in lower Bucks County to Wilkes Barre. The Nor-Bath Trail also should be extended
to Bath sometime within the near future.

Nor-Bath Trail users believe it is very scenic and easy to use. They feel the trail is in good condition and
a number of users do not want to see it paved. Complaints include lack of restrooms and not enough
access points and off-road parking. For example, trail users cannot park near the trail at Weaversville
Road. There is a 13-acre tract located on the east side of Weaversville Road and north of the trail that,
if acquired by the County, could be used for parking, restroom facilities, and access to the trail.
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Wy-Hit-Tuk Park

Wy-Hit-Tuk Park does not serve as just a county park. It provides an activity node and access point along
the 60-mile long Delaware Canal State Park. The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources is in the process of making major improvements to the Delaware Canal State Park that will
make it more usable to the public. These improvements include an upgrading of the canal towpath, more
access points and parking, and the addition of restrooms at a number of locations (the nearest one is south
of Raubsville). More people are likely to be hiking and biking the canal towpath. It can be expected that
some of these people will use Wy-Hit-Tuk Park to access the towpath, or  use park facilities such as the
restrooms and picnic pavilion. Usage has increased considerably over the past few years.

Fry’s Run Park

We do not believe any changes are needed at Fry’s Run Park. The park is only 5.8 acres and does not
contain any areas that are suitable for active recreation. The importance of the park will grow in the
future for the same reasons noted above for Wy-Hit-Tuk Park. Fry’s Run Park provides another access
point to the Delaware Canal State Park.

Frost Hollow Overlook

No changes are recommended for Frost Hollow Overlook.

Weaversville County Park

A Weaversville Park Master Plan was completed in November 1997. The Master Plan recommends that
the Weaversville property should be developed into a county park. The Northampton County Capital
Improvements Plan contains  $3.5 million for improvements at Weaversville Park for the years 2002
through 2005. The total cost of developing Weaversville into a regional county park is expected to
exceed $8 million.

Northampton County should add land to Weaversville County Park while the area remains undeveloped.
There are properties to the east and north of the park that would make good additions. One of these
properties is a 120.4-acre tract that lies between the park and Weaversville Road. There are two tracts
(one is 40.7 acres, the other is 24.3 acres) that are located on either side of the park connection with the
Nor-Bath Trail. Either of these tracts, or both, would make good additions to Weaversville Park.

The Lehigh - Northampton County Airport Authority owns all of the land south of Weaversville County
Park. The Airport Authority has no plans to develop the area immediately south of the park at this time.
Any possible expansion of the Lehigh Valley International Airport (LVIA) north of Race Street is likely
to occur far south of Weaversville County Park. The Airport Authority, in a letter to Phillip D.
Hunsberger of Urban Research and Development Corporation dated March 8, 1996, expressed concern
about two elements of the draft master plan for the park. The first was a concern over allowing model
airplane flying so close the flight paths to and from LVIA. There could be conflict between model
airplanes and airplanes using LVIA. The other concern dealt with the proposed wetlands. Airport
Authority staff are concerned that migrating birds will use the wetlands and interfere with air traffic
around LVIA.
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Mt. Jack

The report A Natural Areas Inventory of Lehigh and Northampton Counties, Pennsylvania lists the
Mount Jack Limestone Outcrop as one of the most important natural areas in Northampton County. The
site is located in Upper Mt. Bethel Township, on the bluff overlooking the Delaware River. It is part of
Northampton County’s Mt. Jack property. Mount Jack currently serves as open space and is not used for
recreation.

One of the tracts that is part of Mt. Jack is located along the Delaware River south of River Road, near
the village of Hartzells Ferry. This 27-acre property is separated from River Road by private property
and is not accessible to the public. We believe this tract and the surrounding area has potential for
recreation. If one or more of the vacant, privately owned tracts that separate the County’s property from
River Road should be acquired for future park use. The site would make a good riverfront park in an area
where public access to the Delaware River is limited.

Archibald Johnson Conservation Area

This and the next two properties are located along the Monocacy Creek. None is developed for
recreation. They serve as open space and a buffer along the stream. They are available for fishing and
birding and not much else. We believe these properties should continue to serve as open space along the
Monocacy Creek. No development of the properties is needed or desirable. They best serve as
conservation areas open to the public by permit only.

Gertrude B. Fox County Park

Please see Archibald Johnson Conservation Area for comments. The area is open for catch and release
fishing.

McIllwain/Monocacy Meadow

Please see Archibald Johnson Conservation Area for comments. The area is open for catch and release
fishing.

Portland Waterfront Park

The Portland Waterfront Park was acquired recently. It includes most of the land along the Delaware
River in the Borough. There is a short path and a picnic table south of the footbridge. The park also
provides access to the river for fishing. No additional improvements to the park are proposed at this time.

Mud Run

This 11.9-acre tract provides open space along Mud Run in the village of Sandt’s Eddy in Lower Mt.
Bethel Township. Although the tract has no value for recreation and little value as an open space
property, we believe Northampton County should retain the site or offer it to the Wildlands Conservancy
or The Nature Conservancy. It is not suited for development. Open Space is the best use for the tract.
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Bodnarczuk Tract (scenic easement)

This 29.1-acre scenic easement is located along the Hokendauqua Creek in Allen Township, south of
Indian Trail Road. Northampton County holds the easement to the property. The tract is open to the
public for fishing, hunting and nature enjoyment.
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APPENDIX A

RECOMMENDED CLASSIFICATION
SYSTEM FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL

RECREATION OPEN SPACE
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APPENDIX A

RECOMMENDED CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FOR LOCAL AND
REGIONAL RECREATION OPEN SPACE(1)

The National Recreation and Park Association has developed a standardized classification system for
local and regional recreation open space that is intended as a guide to planning.1  A description of each
component follows:

A. LOCAL/CLOSE-TO-HOME SPACE

Mini-Park

Use: Specialized facilities that serve a concentrated or limited population or specific group
such as tots or senior citizens.

Desirable Size: 1 acre or less.

Desirable Site Characteristics: Within neighborhoods and in close proximity to apartment com-
plexes, townhouse development or housing for the elderly.

Neighborhood Park/Playground

Use: Area for intense recreational activities, such as field games, court games, crafts, play-
ground apparatus area, picnicking, wading pools, etc.

Desirable Size: 15+ acres.

Desirable Site Characteristics: Suited for intense development. Easily accessible to neighbor-
hood population - geographically centered with safe walking distance and bike access.

Community Park

Use: Area of diverse environmental quality. May include areas suited for intense recreation
facilities such as athletic complexes, large swimming pools. May be an area of natural
quality for outdoor recreation, such as walking, viewing, sitting, picnicking. May be
any combination of the above.

Desirable Size: 25+ acres.

Desirable Site Characteristics: May include natural features, such as water bodies, and areas
suited for intensive development. Easily accessible to area served.

1National Recreation and Park Association, Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines, (Alexandria,
Virginia, National Recreation and Park Association, 1983), pp. 56-57.
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B. REGIONAL SPACE

Regional/Metropolitan Park

Use: Area of natural or ornamental quality for outdoor recreation, such as picnicking, boat-
ing, fishing, swimming, camping, and trail uses; may include active play areas.

Desirable Size: 200+ acres.

Desirable Site Characteristics: Contiguous to or encompassing natural resources.

Regional Park Reserve

Use: Area of natural quality for nature-oriented recreation, such as viewing, and studying
nature, wildlife habitat, conservation, swimming, picnicking, hiking, fishing, boating,
camping and trail use. May include active play areas. Generally, 80% of the land is
reserved for conservation and natural resources management.

Desirable Size: 1,000+ acres; sufficient area to encompass the resource to be preserved and
managed.

Desirable Site Characteristics: Diverse or unique natural resources, such as lakes, streams,
marshes, flora, fauna, topography.

C. SPACE THAT MAY BE LOCAL OR REGIONAL AND IS UNIQUE TO EACH COMMU-
NITY

Linear Park

Use: Area developed for one or more modes of recreational travel, such as hiking, biking,
snowmobiling, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, canoeing and pleasure driving.
May include active play areas. (Note: Any of the above components can be included in
the “linear park”.)

Desirable Size: Sufficient width to protect the resource and provide maximum use.

Desirable Site Characteristics: Built or natural corridors, such as utility rights-of-way, bluff
lines, vegetation patterns, and roads, that link other components of the recreation or
community facilities, such as schools, libraries, commercial areas, and other park areas.

Special Use

Use: Areas for specialized or single purpose recreational activities, such as golf courses, na-
ture centers, marinas, zoos, conservatories, arboreta, display gardens, arenas, outdoor
theaters, gun ranges or downhill ski areas, or areas that preserve, maintain, and interpret
buildings, sites, and objects of historical or archeological significance. Also plazas or
squares in or near commercial centers, boulevards, parkways.
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Desirable Size: Variable depending on desired size.

Desirable Site Characteristics: Within the county.

Conservancy

Use: Protection and management of the natural/cultural environment with recreation use as a
secondary objective.

Desirable Size: Sufficient to protect the resource.

Desirable Site Characteristics: Variable, depending on the resource to be protected.
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APPENDIX B

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY
NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY
SITES WITH STATEWIDE AND

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE
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NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY
SITES OF STATEWIDE SIGNIFICANCE

Listed below are the sites of statewide significance for the protection of biological diversity in
approximate order of priority from the most important (rank = 1) to the least (rank = 5). The presence of
species of special concern and/or exemplary natural communities has been documented at these sites.
More in-depth information on each site including detailed site descriptions and management recom-
mendations where appropriate, topographic maps showing locations of sites, quality ranks, legal status,
and last observation dates for species of special concern and natural communities can be found in the
report A Natural Areas Inventory of Lehigh and Northampton Counties, Pennsylvania.
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1 Sites are ranked from 1 to 5 with 1 indicating the highest priority sites for protection based on state or national significance, and
5 indicating the lowest priority for protection. Ranks take into account potential threats, management needs and existing protec-
tion. Sites of similar rank are listed alphabetically by quadrangle.
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NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY
AREAS OF LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE

Listed below are areas of local significance based on size, diversity of wildlife and plant life, water
quality protection, and recreation potential. (These sites do not include high quality natural communi-
ties and no species of special concern have been documented at the sites although several of the areas
have potential for rare species to occur.)
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2 Ranks are very approximate and are based primarily on the quality of the habitat. Sites with more intact natural communities (on
a counties-wide scale) are given highest priority. Other sites represent areas with locally significant woodlands or wetlands or
sites that support a particularly rich or unusual flora or fauna. Areas that are already protected as park land or open space may be
assigned lower rank to reflect lower urgency for protection action. Sites of similar rank are listed alphabetically by quadrangle.



Northampton County Parks - 2010              61

APPENDIX C

MUNICIPAL PARK PROJECTS
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All of the 38 municipalities in Northampton County have one or more local parks that they own or
support. The LVPC staff, as part of this update, wanted to learn what municipalities have planned for
new park acquisitions and facility expansions or improvements. In late August and September 2000
each municipality was contacted by telephone. Some of this information was updated in May 2002.
The following is the results of these inquiries:

ALLEN TOWNSHIP. The Township recently acquired a one-mile, 29-acre strip of woods and Lehigh
River bank from PP&L. The tract includes Lehigh Canal lock #32. Allen Township is getting a $30,000
grant from the Delaware and Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Commission to help fund a special
purpose study of the site. In 1999 the Township submitted an application for a Transportation Enhance-
ments Program grant to fund the development of a Kreidersville Covered Bridge Riparian Trail. The
application did not receive approval.

BANGOR.  In the mid-1990s the borough spent $5.4 million on improvements at Memorial Park. The
borough recently got a $5,000 grant from the PA Department of Community and Economic Develop-
ment to put additional play equipment in Memorial Park. No major capital expansions are planned at
this time. The Bangor Little League is clearing some land at Flory’s Dam Park so they can use it as a
practice facility. This will be the first active recreation use at Flory’s Dam Park.

BATH. The main park activity in Bath involves the development of the 11.6 acre Carl L. Rehrig Park.
In 2002 Bath was awarded a $280,000 Transportation Enhancements Program grant that will be used
for streetscape improvements. Bath also is getting $218,380 from the county bond issue to acquire two
properties along the Monocacy Creek, make stream bank improvements and develop a pedestrian trail
and bridge for a greenway park.

BETHLEHEM CITY. Bethlehem has no park acquisitions or expansions planned. Play equipment is
being upgraded at many city parks. Bethlehem currently is working on the Monocacy Way, a trail that
will connect the Historic Industrial Quarter with Burnside Plantation. The trail was to have been com-
pleted by the end of 2000.

BETHLEHEM TOWNSHIP. The main park project in Bethlehem Township is the search for a fairly
large vacant tract that can be developed into a community park. The township created an Open Space
Task Force that has identified vacant parcels that could be acquired for a new park. The findings of the
Task Force have not been made public. Bethlehem Township recently acquired a three-acre site at 12th

and Washington streets for use as a neighborhood park. It will be known as Birchwood Park. The most
recent addition to the 67.8 acre Bethlehem Township Park is a north side athletic complex. Renovations
have been made to the 1.5-acre Chetwyn Terrace Park. Bethlehem Township is getting $293,000 from
the Northampton County bond issue to help pay for the acquisition of three properties that will be used
for open space and recreation. The total cost of these properties is about $700,000. The township also
intends to build a community center in the near future.

BUSHKILL TOWNSHIP. Recent land acquisitions have increased the size of the Bushkill Township
Recreation Center to 77.6 acres. During the next several years the township will be adding a regulation
baseball field, tennis courts and more pavilions at the recreation center. A new park plan for the town-
ship is in process. The township will be getting $65,538 from the county bond issue to help pay the cost
of a full-sized baseball field.
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CHAPMAN. In 2000 Chapman received a $20,000 grant from the PA Department of Community and
Economic Development that will be used to build a pavilion and play equipment at a one-acre tract next
to the borough hall. When completed they will become the first municipal recreation facilities in
Chapman.

EAST ALLEN TOWNSHIP. Major improvements are underway at the 29-acre parcel that was added
to Bicentennial Park in 1995. The improvements include: two multi-purpose fields, one softball field,
two basketball courts, a tot lot, volleyball nets, two pavilions, restrooms and concession stand, two
parking lots, a natural habitat area, and a walking trail that connects with the Nor-Bath Trail. East Allen
will be getting $231,211 from the county bond issue to help pay for the improvements. The total cost of
the improvements is expected to exceed $620,000.

EAST BANGOR. The Patriot Football Team is developing a football field at Blaine Reimel Memorial
Park, the borough’s only park.

EASTON. The major park projects is Easton involve the Hugh Moore Historical Park and the Dela-
ware River State Park. Hugh Moore Historical Park is getting public sewerage and water. A building
that will house the Center for Canal History and Technology is scheduled for construction within the
next several years. Improvements are being made to six miles of trails within the park. The trails are
park of the D&L Trail. A number of improvements are being made to the Lehigh Canal. These are being
funded with a Transportation Enhancements Program grant. The City would like to acquire an eight-
acre tract on the north side of the Lehigh River, just east of 25th Street. The tract would be used for
parking during special events.

The State of Pennsylvania will start construction of a River Education Center in late 2002. The Center
will be built on the site of the former Canal Museum on Route 33. The Center will house two class-
rooms, an office for a State Park Environmental Educator, and a visitor’s center. The Delaware and
Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Commission will move its offices from downtown Easton to the
Center.

FORKS TOWNSHIP. The township wants to acquire a parcel of 40 to 50 acres for future use as a
community park. They believe this may be difficult to do because of the cost of land and the lack of
available large tracts. The township has been adding open space with land dedicated by developers.
Forks recently purchased 23.5 acres from Lafayette College for future recreation use. The property is
located south of the Easton Airport. Forks Township is getting $200,000 from the county bond issue to
help with the purchase of a tract that will be developed into a new township park. The total cost of
acquiring the property is expected to exceed $640,000.

FREEMANSBURG. The borough’s 9.7 acre Playland For All Youth is only partially developed for
recreation. The Borough Recreation Committee is considering how best to use the undeveloped por-
tion. Recent work with the Delaware and Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Commission has included
signage at Lehigh Canal Park.

GLENDON. The only recreation facility is a 0.2-acre lot that contains a pavilion and benches. The
borough has no plans at this time to add more parks or recreation facilities.
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HANOVER TOWNSHIP. Hanover recently got a $77,600 Keystone Grant that was used to replace
play equipment at Pharo Park and Hanover Township Municipal Park. The township also replaced play
equipment at Westgate Park. A portion of the Crawford Drive Recreation Area will be developed for
active recreation that will include soccer fields. Hanover does not plan to acquire any additional land
for recreation. However, the township got about 20 acres of land adjacent to Hanover Township Mu-
nicipal Park as part of the Wegmans Food Market development.

HELLERTOWN. Recent improvements at the borough’s main park, Dimmick Park, have included
ball field renovations, new bleachers and play equipment. A small pavilion and tot lot is planned for
Water Street Park. Renovations to the Hellertown Pool were completed in the late 1990s. There are no
plans to acquire more land for parks.

LEHIGH TOWNSHIP. Lehigh Township intends to acquire a property in the eastern part of the town-
ship for use as a new park. The county bond issue will finance $500,000 of the total project cost of
approximately $631,000.

LOWER MOUNT BETHEL TOWNSHIP. The township is in the process of developing a new com-
prehensive plan that will include a parks and open space element. The draft plan was finished in early
2001.

LOWER NAZARETH TOWNSHIP. The last phase of work on Lower Nazareth Township Park was
nearing completion in the spring of 2002. The recently acquired 14.1-acre Georgetown Road Tract will
be developed as a passive park with a trail. Lower Nazareth is in the process of acquiring about 90 acres
near the intersection of Georgetown and Newburg roads for park use at some future date. The township’s
most recent comprehensive plan (adopted November 28, 2001) contains an updated park and open
space element.

LOWER SAUCON TOWNSHIP. Lower Saucon has money contributed by developers and wants to
use it to expand its park system. As of May 2002 the township intended to acquire a 48-acre tract on
Polk Valley Road through a “declaration of taking” with the Northampton County court.

MOORE TOWNSHIP. The township recently acquired 44.9 acres adjacent to the Moore Township
Recreation Center. The land is being held for park development. The county bond issue will provide
Moore Township with $380,000 of the estimated $448,000 needed to start development of the tract.
The Boy Scouts have developed trails at Moore Township Appalachian Park. There is a Park Commis-
sion that manages Moore Township Appalachian Park and a Recreation Commission that manages the
Moore Township Recreation Center.

NAZARETH. The main concern is to maintain the current inventory of parks. The borough has been
upgrading the play equipment at all of its parks. All old play equipment will be replaced by the end of
2002.

NORTHAMPTON. The borough recently received several grants to expand recreation opportunities.
Northampton will be getting a $211,000 Transportation Enhancements Program grant to help fund a
Lehigh Canal Heritage Trail Bridge over the Hokendauqua Creek and a three quarter mile long trail
along the former Lehigh Canal tow path. The total project is expected to cost about $264,000. The
borough also is getting $390,000 from the county bond issue to help pay for the development of
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Hokendauqua Creek Park. Total development costs are expected to be about $520,000. Plans for the
Lehigh River area include an extension of the Lehigh River Heritage Trail from its northern terminus in
Canal Street Park to Route 329. The trail will be extended south across the proposed Hokendauqua
Creek bridge to North Catasqauqua. Long term plans call for a loop trail that would circle the borough
using existing parks and roads and sidewalks where necessary. The borough also wants to acquire a
property along Main Street that can be used for passive recreation and such uses as street fairs and art
shows.

NORTH CATASAUQUA. The top park and recreation issue in North Catasauqua is to create a link for
the D&L Trail that will connect the Lehigh Canal Park in Catasauqua with Canal Street Park in Northamp-
ton. The link will be created entirely along the Lehigh Canal towpath where it exists and along the
Lehigh River in other areas. Pedestrian bridges will be needed over Dry Run and two small drainage
ditches. The canal towpath has been improved in Catasauqua as far north as the North Catasauqua
boundary. The project is getting $300,000 from the county bond issue to help pay for this project.

PALMER TOWNSHIP. Most of the park activity in Palmer Township involves the various proposals
to complete the rail trail. In 1999 the Township received a Transportation Enhancements Program grant
to build the trail section along the west side of the Bushkill Creek. Improvements on that section are
expected to start in 2003. The connection between the Bushkill Creek and the existing bake path goes
through Wilson and involves the removal of a bridge over 25th Street. Palmer Township has been work-
ing with Wilson, West Easton and Tatamy to tie all of the pieces in the rail trail together.

Palmer wants to acquire land in the northern part of the township for a future park. The location and
size of the tract are not known at this time. Some of the newer developments in the township such as
Penn’s Grant and Wolf’s Run include walking paths.

PEN ARGYL. The borough recently got a grant to pay for the preparation of a Master Site Plan for
Weona Park. Pen Argyl is getting $262,246 from the Northampton County bond issue for improve-
ments at the park. The borough intends to buy the Green and White Little League ball fields from Waste
Management Inc. of PA with money from state grants.

PLAINFIELD TOWNSHIP. In 2000 the township received a Transportation Enhancements Program
grant of $195,779 to fund improvements to a 1.8 mile section of the Plainfield Township Recreation
Trail. The township recently acquired a 29.4 acre tract adjacent to the Plainfield Township Farmer’s
Grove. The township is getting $256,425 from the county bond issue to help pay for the development of
two soccer fields and a softball field, construction of a parking lot, and an erosion control system. The
project will cost about $732,000.

PORTLAND. The borough has made improvements to the Portland Recreation Area that include reha-
bilitation of the ball field and refreshment stand. New play equipment is needed. There are no plans to
acquire additional land for parks.

ROSETO.  Improvements were made to Roseto Borough Park in 1998. The borough does not intend to
acquire land for parks anytime soon.

STOCKERTOWN. In 2000 Stockertown acquired 11.5 acres along the Bushkill Creek in the vicinity
of the Stockertown Rod & Gun Club. The land will be used as open space because of its proximity to
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the gun club. Stockertown hopes to develop the abandoned railroad right-of-way in the borough as a
recreation trail. This segment of trail is important because it provides a link between the Plainfield
Township Recreation Trail and the rail trails that are being developed in Tatamy and Palmer Township.

TATAMY.  In the late 1990s Palmer Township sold the abandoned 1.1-mile former Conrail right-of-
way to the borough for $1. Tatamy intends to develop the right-of-way as a hiking/biking trail that will
connect with the Palmer Township rail trail. In 2002 Tatamy was awarded a $106,000 Transportation
Enhancements Program grant to fund the first phase of the trail. The money will be used to build a one-
half mile trail that will begin at the Palmer trail and continue northward to Main Street.

UPPER MOUNT BETHEL TOWNSHIP. The township is preparing a park and open space plan. An
abandoned railroad right-of-way and adjacent tract (15.7 acres total) have been acquired for a trail and
ball field. The township has leased the Echo Lake ball field for public use. A second ball field will be
developed at the site. The ball field that was built for township use by Reliant Energy Mid-Atlantic
Power Holdings (formerly GPU) will be available through 2003 and then it is needed for plant expan-
sion. The boat launch also will be lost to plant expansion. The good news is Upper Mt. Bethel will be
getting two tracts from Reliant Energy for recreation. The largest tract is a 90-acre parcel east of Potomac
Street and north of Marshfield Drive. The other tract is on the Delaware River north of the boat launch.
The tract is about eight acres and part of it is in the Borough of Portland.

UPPER NAZARETH TOWNSHIP. As part of the Creek Side Estates development, the township will
be getting an 8.8-acre tract along the east branch of the Monocacy Creek. The property will be used for
passive recreation and will include a walking trail. Upper Nazareth has no plans at this time to acquire
more land for park use.

WALNUTPORT. The main park project in Walnutport at the current time is the acquisition of 36 acres
of land along the Lehigh Canal at the south end of the borough. This is considered part of the borough’s
Lehigh Canal Park although it is owned by Three Mile Boating Association, Inc. The property is a key
part of the park and should be in public ownership to insure its long-term use for recreation. The
borough is getting $46,500 from the county bone issue to help fund the purchase of the property.

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP. The township recently acquired a 12-acre parcel along Rt. 191 south
of Ackermanville. About five acres will be used for a new municipal building and the remaining land
will be used for recreation. Washington Township recently received two grants from the state totaling
$70,000 that will be used to develop sports fields for soccer and baseball. The township also is getting
$253,500 from the county bond issue to be used for park development.

WEST EASTON. In 2002 West Easton was awarded a $360,000 Transportation Enhancements Pro-
gram grant to help fund the development of a one mile bike/pedestrian rail trail that will connect to the
Palmer Township trail system. Part of the trail will be in Wilson. The total cost of the project is expected
to be $405,000. West Easton also is getting $77,686 from the county bond issue for improvements to a
.83-acre tract at 9th Street that the borough wants to develop for recreation.

WILLIAMS TOWNSHIP.  In 1998 the township purchased the 27.9-acre Melchor Tract on Raubsville
Road for use as a future park. In 2001 the tract was expanded to 38.9 acres. A master plan for the site is
being prepared. Williams Township wants to acquire an additional 20+ acres for park use. Several sites
are under consideration.
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WILSON. Wilson recently received a $100,000 grant for improvements at Meuser Park, the borough’s
main recreation area. In 1999 Wilson applied for a $305,000 Transportation Enhancements Program
grant to build a recreation trail on the abandoned railroad right-of-way through the borough. The pro-
posal was not funded.

WIND GAP. The borough intends to apply for a Keystone Grant from the PA Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources. The grant will be used to construct handicapped accessible restrooms at
Wind Gap Park. Wind Gap has no plans to acquire more land for parks.
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APPENDIX D

GIS MAPS OF PARKS AND
OTHER OUTDOOR RECREATION
SITES OWNED OR MANAGED BY

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY
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