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Feature Article LVPC promotes planning through social media
Becky A. Bradley, AICP, Executive Director

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) now has 

social media feeds on Facebook and Twitter. These mod-

ern communication tools assist the LVPC in communicating 

information about meetings and events, new planning proj-

ects, and resources in a more immediate way than traditional 

media outlets. 

The LVPC sees internet and digital usage expansion as 

an opportunity. “Social media expands our audience, allow-

ing the LVPC to reach new people and explore ideas in the 

21st century’s public square --- the digital environment,” 

notes Executive Director, Becky Bradley.      

Building relationships with people the LVPC may not 

be able to reach in other ways is another key reason for the 

Facebook and Twitter feeds. Since the LVPC joined Face-

book in August, the feedback has been tremendous. Deanna 

Werkheiser, Tatamy Borough Secretary, notes, “We are 

grateful to be able to keep our residents informed and are 

glad we can do this more regularly now.”   

The awareness and recognition of planning, the LVPC, 

and the Lehigh Valley will have far reaching benefits and 

advantages. Social media cultivates community, facilitates 

immediate access, and allows the LVPC to understand the 

region’s challenges at any point in time. The public looks 

to the LVPC, the Lehigh Valley’s planning authority, as a 

resource on a variety of subjects including: infrastructure, 

transportation, development, zoning codes, stormwater 

planning, environmental management, farmland preserva-

tion, parks and recreation development, among other things. 

Facebook and Twitter engage the Lehigh Valley in the LVPC’s 

work and create content sharing platforms on these topics 

and others.   

LVPC Senior Community Planner Ngozi Obi agrees. “To 

be able to share housing data and reports with hundreds and 

possibly thousands of people we wouldn’t otherwise have the 

opportunity to communicate with is a great incentive for me 

and my work at the Commission. It’s remarkable that we can 

help families make better housing decisions because of the 

information we promoted through Facebook and Twitter.”   

The LVPC will use the feedback and on-going dialogue 

to craft planning activities and programs that will ultimately 

better serve the region.

The Pew Research Center’s Project for Excel-

lence in Journalism found that more than three-

quarters of U.S. adults now own a laptop or 

computer. The 2012 Pew study also found that 44% 

of adults in the U.S. own a smart phone, and that 

tablet ownership has grown by 50% since 2011. 

Clearly, an era of multi-digital device usage has 

begun, with as much as 23% of U.S. adults utilizing 

more than one mobile device to receive news.
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Lehigh Valley Transportation Study
Project contracts awarded between July 1, 2013 and September 30, 2013

Project Municipality Cost

Rt. 309 Resurfacing to Pope Rd. South Whitehall Twp. $3,269,908
Route 100 Resurfacing–Kernsville Rd. to Rt. 309 Heidelberg/Lowhill Twps. $3,158,723
SR 1002 over Rt. 33 Bridge Replacement Palmer Twp. $5,152,318
Schantz Rd. Bridge Replacement Upper Macungie Twp. $1,652,914
Rt. 378 High Tension Median Barrier City of Bethlehem    $485,282
Rt. 512 – Walnut St. Railroad Crossing  East Allen Twp.    $250,000
Sixth St. Railroad Crossing Upgrade Emmaus    $281,043
31st St. Railroad Crossing Upgrade City of Allentown    $339,494
Seventh St. Railroad Crossing Upgrade Emmaus    $340,943

Actions
  Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Lehigh Valley Transportation Study and the Northeast Pennsylvania 

Alliance (NEPA) – Approved and executed the MOU regarding transportation planning and programming responsibilities.
  2012 Traffic Trends – Approved the report.
  Schoenersville Road Corridor Signal Study – Approved the report.
  Upcoming meeting dates: Coordinating Committee - October 9, 2013 10 a.m. and December 4, 2013; Technical Committee 

- October 28, 2013; November 25, 2013 and December 16, 2013. Please check www.lvpc.org for details.

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) recently 
released the 2012 Traffic Trends report. The report 

contains data on traffic count locations, annual average 
daily traffic, and growth rate tables showing traffic trends. 
In 2012, staff conducted 95 traffic counts.  Information on 
the various types of traffic counts, factors affecting traffic 
growth, and tables comparing Lehigh Valley and statewide 
growth trends by type of road are also included in the report.

The LVPC has been collecting this traffic data under 
PennDOT’s Highway Performance Monitoring System 
program (HPMS) since 1974. The purpose of HPMS is to 
measure and monitor the conditions, performance, usage 
and operating characteristics of the nation’s highways. This 
information is used by Congress in developing and evalu-
ating federal aid highway programs and funding levels 
to states. Traffic information is critical in transportation 
decision-making related to traffic engineering, highway 
design, air quality analysis, travel demand forecasting model 
calibration, determining priorities for improvement projects, 
and highway maintenance and construction.

2012 Traffic Trends report released
Michael Donchez

The table below shows the rate of traffic growth for the 
past ten years, from 2001 to 2011, for both the Lehigh Valley 
and the state for different types of roads. 

Traffic count data is available from PennDOT’s website 
at http://www.dot7.state.pa.us/itms/default.asp. Counts 
from this source may be obtained on any state-owned road 
within Pennsylvania. The report will be updated annually as 
more recent traffic counts are taken and is available on our 
website at www.lvpc.org.

Lehigh Valley traffic growth for this period is 
greater than the statewide growth rate for all types 
of road facilities except interstates and is indica-
tive of the development pressures the region has 
experienced during this time period.
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LVPC actions may be found on the web at http://lvpc.org/lvpc_
site/commission/actionSummary.html.

The LVPC is continuing its work on housing issues 
using funding from the U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development (HUD) under the Sustainable 
Communities program. The LVPC is undertaking three 
housing related reports, a series of public participation 
events and a housing survey. A Housing Advisory Commit-
tee was established to assist the LVPC in this effort. The 
LVPC recently released the first report titled Home Buy-
ing during Economic Uncertainty: Housing Sales in the 
Lehigh Valley 2008-2012 to the committee for review and 
comment. This report provides data on housing sales that 
occurred in Lehigh and Northampton counties between 
2008 and 2012. The data is provided at the region, county, 
municipal and school district level for all five years. Hous-
ing sales data is important in analyzing housing demand 
and can provide a clear picture about the health of the 
housing market, and to a lesser degree, the regional econ-
omy from year to year. This report is the continuation of a 
report titled “Housing in the Lehigh Valley” published by 
the LVPC in 2009, which provided data on 2008 housing 
sales in the region. The committee will also assist with the 
creation of an updated LVPC regional housing plan and a 
Jobs/Housing Balance Study. Information from the hous-
ing sales report will be utilized in the latter two reports and 
should be released to the public this winter. 

Over the next few months, the LVPC, in conjunc-
tion with community partners, will hold a series of public 
events on affordable housing. These events provide resi-
dents an opportunity to speak up and out about their hous-
ing concerns and needs. In addition, a housing survey will 
be distributed at these events, through community part-
ners and online. Please check the LVPC website (www.lvpc.
org) in the future for the dates, times and locations of these 
events. The information gathered from these events and 
surveys will be utilized in the update of the LVPC regional 
housing assessment report and to drive policy recom-
mendations for the Lehigh Valley. The generally accepted 
definition of affordability is for a household to pay no more 
than 30 percent of its annual income on housing expenses, 
including mortgage or rent, utilities, insurance and taxes, 
regardless of the income level.

Housing issues in the Lehigh Valley
Ngozi Obi



Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 4 Summer/Fall 2013

The County Natural Heritage Inventory (CNHI) for Lehigh 
and Northampton counties has been updated with 

funding provided by Pennsylvania’s Department of Trans-
portation (PennDOT) and Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources (DCNR).  The original CNHI for Lehigh 
and Northampton counties was published in 1999 and 
updated in 2005.  In addition to updating the existing gen-
eral inventory for the two counties, special focus was given to 
selected transportation and greenway corridors.  The infor-
mation from the general inventory update will be used in an 
update of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s (LVPC) 
Natural Resources Plan. The information from the transpor-
tation and greenway corridor components will be used in 
assessing impacts of transportation projects in the planning 
phase and to prioritize conservation actions in implementing 
the Lehigh Valley Greenways Plan (2007), respectively.

The Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program (PNHP), 
which is a partnership between DCNR, the Western Penn-
sylvania Conservancy, the Pennsylvania Game Commission, 
and the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, publishes 
CNHIs for all the counties throughout Pennsylvania. The 
CNHI identifies, maps, and discusses important natural 
resource features, such as rare, threatened, and endangered 
species and outstanding natural communities, and provides 
recommendations regarding their management and protec-
tion. 

The Western Pennsylvania Conservancy (WPC) was 
contracted to complete the project, which began in 2011 and 
ended in October 2013. An Advisory Committee was cre-
ated to assist WPC with identifying contacts and landown-
ers, developing conservation goals, and providing pertinent 
information for the two counties. The Committee was com-
prised of representatives from various conservation organi-
zations, municipalities, DCNR and PennDOT.

Field surveys were conducted over a two-year period, 
2011 and 2012, on private and public lands in the two coun-
ties. Private landowners were contacted to obtain permission 
for accessing their land to conduct the surveys, resulting 
in 123 surveys. Fifty-one surveys were conducted on public 
lands—federal, state, and local. A total of 174 field surveys 
were conducted with 73 sites having species of concern 
(birds, reptiles, dragonflies, butterflies, and plants) or out-
standing natural communities. The data from these 174 field 
surveys were combined with existing PNHP data resulting in 
123 Natural Heritage Areas identified for the two counties.  

The greenways component of the project was designed 
to assist in the implementation of the Lehigh Valley Gre-
enways Plan, 2007 (Plan). Nine greenways were selected 
by LVPC staff from the 31 greenways identified in the Plan 

County Natural Heritage Inventory project update
Teresa Mackey

based on criteria such as greenway priority level, local inter-
est, and stream quality, among others. The WPC analyzed 
the nine greenways to prioritize land parcels for conservation 
action. Four categories of assessment were used to deter-
mine a conservation strategy for the parcels:  1) conservation 
value (based on LVPC Natural Resources Plan priorities and 
CNHI biodiversity priorities), 2) protection status, 3) current 
management, and 4) development pressure. The report also 
includes recommendations, actions, suggested partners, and 
a timeframe for the actions.

The transportation component of the project was 
designed to:  1) determine whether PennDOT’s routine main-
tenance and upgrade activities on existing transportation 
corridors would have potential conflicts with regard to the 
Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Environ-
mental Review process, and 2) describe conservation mea-
sures that PennDOT could take to mitigate those impacts. 
Twelve transportation corridors, ranging in length from 0.6 
to 32.6 miles, were selected for analysis by LVPC in consulta-
tion with PennDOT District 5-0 staff based on whether the 
corridor was likely to need attention in the next 10 years. For 
the analysis, the corridors were buffered and overlaid with 
the Environmental Review (PNDI) data and Natural Heri-
tage Area (NHA) survey sites identified as part of the CNHI 
general update. The analysis identified potential impacts at 
31 NHA survey sites and 191 PNDI hits. Overall, the major-
ity of the transportation corridors had either no conflicts or 
limited conflicts.

The general update report will be available on the LVPC 
website (www.lvpc.org) and the Pennsylvania Natural Heri-
tage Program’s website (http://www.naturalheritage.state.
pa.us/CNHI.aspx) in the near future.

Fox Gap Overlook, Upper Mount Bethel Township
Photo courtesy of Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program
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The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission recently com-
pleted a study of the Schoenersville Road corridor traffic 

signals in Bethlehem, Lehigh County and Hanover Township, 
Northampton County to gauge the potential for traffic signal 
improvements. The study limits were from Stoke Park Road 
to 8th Avenue, encompassing 11 traffic signals over a distance 
of 1.84 miles. This corridor was chosen for study due to the 
age of existing equipment, operations on dated signal tim-
ing plans, density of signals within the corridor, high traffic 
volumes, and functioning of the corridor as a gateway to 
medical/commercial/retail establishments. Corridor data 
collection took place during January 2013 and involved 
conducting travel speed and delay runs for the morning and 
afternoon peak period of highest traffic volumes.  

An analysis of the collected data revealed that cumula-
tive travel times and stopped delay vary moderately, not only 
from the AM peak to the PM peak, but also by directional 
flow. The morning southbound movement experienced the 
longest cumulative travel times and stopped delay. The aver-
age travel speed for this movement was 20.9 mph. The best 
operating conditions were noticed for the northbound morn-
ing traffic movements. This directional flow had the shortest 
cumulative travel time and stopped delay. The average travel 
speed for this movement was 28.6 mph.

Improvements to traffic flow are more likely to be 
obtained through operational improvements rather than 
building additional capacity. 

This study will result in PennDOT conducting a more 
detailed engineering level analysis of the corridor for the 
purpose of designing and installing a traffic responsive 
closed loop coordinated signal system. These signal systems 
use data from traffic detectors, rather than time of day, to 
automatically select the timing plan best suited for current 
traffic conditions and synchronize multiple intersections 
to enhance the flow of vehicular movements. The complete 
report may be viewed on our website at http://lvpc.org/
lvpc_site/commission/tranStudies.html.

Schoenersville Road Corridor Signal Study completed
Michael Donchez

Intersection of Schoenersville and Macada Roads, Bethlehem
Photo courtesy of Joseph L. Gurinko, AICP

Traffic signal improvements yield a low-cost/high 
benefit impact. Updating or modernizing signal com-
ponents or entire signal heads and retiming signals 
reduce congestion, improve safety, improve mobility 
by reducing the overall number of vehicle stops, and 
reduce fuel consumption and the associated negative 
impact on air quality. 
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The LVPC staff continues to work in a cooperative 
arrangement with PennDOT’s Local Technical Assistance 

Program (LTAP) to bring pertinent transportation training 
to Lehigh Valley municipalities. LTAP provides training, 
technical assistance, and other services to municipal elected 
officials and their staff. To date, 16 courses were completed 
in 2013.  Below is a list of upcoming courses that will be held 
in the LVPC conference room. Registration is required for 
these free courses. 

 ● 10/24/2013 Work Zone (Temporary) Traffic  
Control – 8:00 AM – 12:00 noon

This course identifies the work zone set-up require-
ments, traffic control devices, and flagging procedures 
through a review of the regulations in PennDOT Publica-
tion 213, Temporary Traffic Control Guidelines, and the 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). 
The course covers development of traffic control plans, 
use of typical layout figures from the publication, and 
inspection of established work zones. The course empha-
sizes teaching work zone traffic control guidelines and 
set-ups for typical municipal work, from grading a gravel 
road to painting crosswalk lines to repairing pavement. 
Intended Audience:  Individuals who are perform-
ing maintenance, construction, or traffic control on 
municipal roadways including: public works employees, 
road-masters and street superintendents. Others who 
would benefit from this course include: law enforcement 
personnel (for enforcement purposes), municipal man-
agers and elected officials (to understand the importance 
and for budgeting purposes). Engineers are welcome to 
attend, but the focus is on the non-engineer.

 ● 10/30/2013  Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) – 8:00 AM – 12 noon

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) 
prohibits discrimination based upon disability. Title III 
of the act focuses on public accommodations and states 
that “barriers to access” are considered discrimination. 
A curb that prohibits a wheelchair from accessing a side-
walk, for example, is a barrier to access and is therefore 
discrimination. Also under the ADA, all new construction 
must meet the requirements of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act Accessibility Guidelines, which are part of 
the Code of Federal Regulations. While the spirit of the 
ADA is clear, the application of its specific requirements 
to local roadway maintenance and operations can be 
complex. What constitutes new construction within the 
ADA Accessibility Guidelines?  Certainly, the placement 
of sidewalk in a new residential development is consid-

Upcoming LTAP courses
Lynette E. Romig

ered new construction, but what about the replacement 
of a deteriorated segment of sidewalk or the repaving 
of a local road? This course helps to answer questions 
like these, as well as provides specifics about planning, 
design, construction, and materials useful to municipal 
public works employees. Intended audience:  All pub-
lic works employees involved with ADA transportation 
facilities, including municipal decision makers such as 
managers, foremen, codes inspectors, zoning officers, 
and road crew members with ADA facility responsibili-
ties.  Engineers are welcome to attend, but the focus is 
on the non-engineer.

 ● 11/13/2013  Traffic Signs – 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM

This course reviews the basic regulations and guidelines 
for properly establishing and posting regulatory, warn-
ing and guide signs. It presents examples of improper 
signing so participants can better understand the basic 
concepts and principles associated with sign selection 
and placement. It also discusses the installation and 
maintenance of signs and supports, along with sign 
management techniques. (Note: The course does not 
cover work zone or temporary traffic control signing; see 
Work Zone (Temporary) Traffic Control course descrip-
tion.) Intended Audience:  Individuals who are making 
decisions regarding what signs to install and where, 
and those actually installing the signs, including: public 
works employees, road-masters, street superintendents, 
and law enforcement personnel. Others who would ben-
efit from this course include: municipal managers and 
elected officials (to understand the importance and for 
budgeting purposes). Engineers are welcome to attend, 
but the focus is on the non-engineer.

 ● 11/20/2013  Full Depth Reclamation – 8:00 AM – 
12:00 noon

This course provides formal training in this operation 
to supplement the specifications that were incorporated 
into the PennDOT Publication 447, Approved Products 
for Lower Volume Local Roads. Full Depth Reclamation 
provides local government agencies with another opera-
tion to consider when planning road and street projects. 
This process recycles existing pavement materials saving 
energy and valuable resources.  The participants will 
be able to identify typical roadway distress that can be 
addressed by Full Depth Reclamation.  The various types 
of the Full Depth Reclamation process will be described.  
The latest techniques, material and equipment will be 

LTAP (cont. p. 7)
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reviewed to assist the participants in project design for 
planning purposes. The operational sequence of per-
forming this activity will be presented. Intended Audi-
ence:  Local government officials responsible for asset 
management, project planning, and inspection of road-
way improvement projects. This includes public works 
directors, supervisors, road-masters, and foremen.   

Please check the LTAP website (https://www.dot7.state.
pa.us/LTAP/) to register or for more information on these 
courses. Please contact Lynette Romig at the LVPC office 
(610-264-4544) or via email at ler@lvpc.org  with any ques-
tions.

LTAP (cont. from p. 6)

On August 22, 2013, PennDOT Secretary Barry Schoch 
announced that 1,000 bridges across the Common-

wealth will be targeted for lower posted weights in an effort 
to extend the life of bridges already deemed to be structur-
ally deficient. Bridges identified are both state-owned and 
non-state-owned (owned primarily by municipalities and 
counties).

A total of 35 bridges in the Lehigh Valley are affected 
by the Secretary’s 
announcement.  Nine 
bridges that had no 
restrictions previously 
will now be posted, 
including two bridges 
on Route 29 in Upper 
Milford Township 
and one bridge on 
Route 512 in Bushkill 
Township. There are 
22 bridges that are 
currently posted that 
will have their weight 
restrictions lowered as 
a result of this engi-
neering review. The 
remaining four bridges 
are slated to be closed. 
They are:

 ● Bittners Corner 
Bridge in Lowhill Township

 ● Lehigh Parkway Bridge in the City of Allentown

 ● Reading Road Bridge in the City of Allentown

 ● Depues Road in Lower Mount Bethel Township

Maps showing the locations of the 35 bridges can be 
found on the LVPC website at:   http://lvpc.org/lvpc_site/
commission/tranStudies.html.

Lower postings for 35 Lehigh Valley Bridges
Joseph Gurinko

There is an obvious detrimental impact to a bridge being 
closed. However, the amount of weight a bridge can carry 
may also have an economic impact, affect how municipal 
services are provided and the routing of school buses. The 
purpose of these additional restrictions is to reduce the 
impact of heavy loads on these bridges that are showing 
signs of wear. This approach should reduce the number of 
bridge closings in the future.

As we go to press, the Pennsylvania State Assembly is 
considering proposals for additional transportation funding. 
If additional funding is made available, a continued empha-
sis can be placed on repairing structurally deficient bridges. 
If not, actions like this one to extend the useful life of bridges 
(and roads) will be necessary to keep the road system (albeit 
a substandard one) open to the public.

Lehigh Parkway Bridge in Allentown scheduled for closure by the end of 2013
Photo courtesy of Joshua Spano

So the question 
many ask is, “How 
have we gotten to this 
point?” The answer is 
decades long under-
investment in our 
infrastructure. The 
average age of bridges 
in the Lehigh Valley 
is more than 50 years 
old. Many bridges 
are well beyond their 
useful life. Financial 
resources are not 
adequate to replace 
or rehabilitate these 
bridges; therefore, 
many of these needs 
go unaddressed.
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Meetings

The LVPC’s regular monthly meeting is held on 
the last Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the 
LVPC Conference Room. The LVPC Execu-
tive Committee meets the second Wednesday of 
the month at 4:15 p.m. in the LVPC Conference 
Room. All LVPC meetings are open to the public.

LVPC Newsletter

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Newslet-
ter is published four times a year. It is e-mailed 
to local officials and others who are interested in 
learning about planning and development in the 
Lehigh Valley. It is also available on the LVPC 
website.

Vall ey views …

Minsi Lake in Upper Mount Bethel Township
Photo courtesy of Teresa Mackey


