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Michael Kaiser, Executive 
Director of the Lehigh Val-

ley Planning Commission, recently 
announced his retirement after 50 
years with the Commission.  The 
Commission began operation in 
January 1961. Mike began working 
for the LVPC as a planner in August 
1963. He was appointed Assistant 
Director in April 1967, Acting Direc-
tor in August 1967, and Executive 
Director in January 1968, the posi-
tion he has held ever since. 

During Mike’s career with the 
LVPC, he has been involved in a 
wide variety of planning activities 
for the benefit of the residents of the 
Lehigh Valley. He has been dedicated 
to the development and maintenance 
of a regional Comprehensive Plan 
to help guide the orderly growth of 
the Valley. He has advocated for the 
protection of natural resources, farm-
land preservation, affordable hous-
ing, improved transportation and 
public infrastructure through the 
development of numerous plans and 
programs. They include a Regional 
Recreation and Open Space Plan; 
Stormwater Management Plans for 
all watersheds in the Lehigh Valley; 
Water Supply and Sewage Facilities 
Plans; housing studies dealing with 
supply, affordability and needs in the 
Valley; Long Range Transportation 
Plans and Transportation Improve-
ment Programs; Lehigh Valley 
Greenways Plan; Regional Hazard 
Mitigation Plan; and Natural Areas 
Inventory for the Lehigh Valley, 
among many others.

Michael Kaiser retiring after 50 years with the LVPC
Susan L. Rockwell, Editor

Under Mike’s direction, the 
LVPC has provided assistance to 
local municipalities in the develop-
ment of local comprehensive plans, 
multi-municipal plans, zoning 
ordinances, subdivision and land 
development ordinances and the cre-
ation of a series of model regulations 
related to smart growth and envi-
ronmental protection. He has also 
been active in planning partnerships 
with PennDOT, LANta, and many 
other Lehigh Valley agencies in the 
development and implementation of 
regional, county and municipal plans.

Mike is a current member of the 
American Institute of Certified Plan-
ners and American Planning Associa-
tion (APA). He also has a long 
history of involvement in state-
wide and local planning affairs as 
a former member of the Penn-
sylvania State Planning Board; 
former President and Treasurer 
of the Pennsylvania Planning 
Association (PPA); former Chair 
of the Lehigh Valley Section, 
Pennsylvania Chapter of APA; 
Certified Planner-in-Charge, 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Community Affairs; and Chair 
of the PPA Growth Management 
Subcommittee. In addition, he 
has been a guest lecturer on 
planning issues at Lehigh Uni-
versity, Muhlenberg College, 
Penn State Capital Campus and 
Leadership Lehigh Valley and 
a guest speaker on many local 
radio and television shows.

In recognition for the planning 
work he has done, Mike has received 
several awards including the Penn-
sylvania Planning Association 
Professional Planner Distinguished 
Leadership Award 1995; 1999 March 
of Dimes Sixth Annual Real Estate 
Award; and the 2010 Governor’s 
Award for Local Government Excel-
lence (aka Dallas Dollase Award for 
Excellence).

Mike will retire on May 31, 2013. 
He plans to spend his free time bike 
riding, gardening, photography and 
spending time with his family. We 
wish him a healthy, long and active 
retirement.



Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 2 January/February/March 2013

In this issue …

Michael Kaiser retiring after

 50 years with the LVPC ..........1

LVPC releases the 2012 

 Subdivision and Building

 Activity Report .....................2

LVPC actions .................................2

LVPC updates municipal

 population forecasts ................3

LVTS awards JARC/New

 Freedom funds for

 transportation services ...........4

Local Township requires

 subdivisions to be consistent

 with comprehensive plan and 

official map .............................4

County population estimates

 released ....................................5

The LVPC welcomes new staff ......5

LVTS actions .................................5

Upcoming LTAP courses ...............6

Updated list of municipal

 officials available ....................6

LVPC releases municipal

 employment forecasts ..............7

Valley views ...................................8

LVPC actions may be found on the web at http://www.lvpc.org/
lvpc_site/commission/actionSummary.html

The Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission (LVPC) released 

the 2012 Subdivision and Building 
Activity Report in March 2013. The 
LVPC reviews subdivision and land 
development plans from Lehigh Val-
ley municipalities relative to the pol-
icies of the Comprehensive Plan The 
Lehigh Valley...2030. The subdivision 
activity report is updated annually to 
provide an overview of development 
activity during the year.  

Subdivision activity in the 
Lehigh Valley remained flat for 
a third consecutive year in 2012, 
which reflects continued weakness in 
both the current real estate market 
and economic climate. Locally, the 
number of plans and building lots 
continue to be at historic lows. In 
2012, while the number of plans was 
roughly the same, there was a 5.9% 
decrease in lots approved by Lehigh 
Valley municipalities from 2011 lev-
els. This is the fifth consecutive year 
of low numbers of approved lots. The 
downturn in the economy continues 
to diminish demand for new single 
family homes. Interest in building 
apartments and assisted living units 
was significant in 2012. 

During 2012, 1,908,934 square 
feet of non-residential development 
was approved. This is a decrease 
of 45% from 2011 totals. In a down 
economy, construction of public 
projects such as schools, churches 
and government buildings usually 
outpaces the market driven sectors 
of retail and commercial develop-
ment as it did in 2009, 2010 and 
2011. In 2012, the industrial sector 
saw a slight rebound due to projects 
proposed years ago during the height 
of the last decade’s building boom 
that finally made their way through 
the municipal planning process.

LVPC releases the 2012 Subdivision and Building 
Activity Report

Lehigh Valley unemployment 
remains elevated at 8.7% in 2012, 
higher than the 2011 figure of 8.6% 
and higher than the 2012 Pennsyl-
vania level of 7.9%. Despite record 
low mortgage rates, low unemploy-
ment is a key ingredient for boosting 
demand in housing as shown on a 
chart that is included in the report. 
The chart compares the regional 
(Lehigh Valley) unemployment 
rate and subdivision activity from 
1973-2012. Locally, there is a strong 
correlation between the unemploy-
ment rate and subdivision activity as 
subdivision activity is higher during 
periods of lower regional unemploy-
ment.

Subdivision activity locally 
is also affected by national eco-
nomic and demographic trends. For 
example, subdivision activity was 
at its highest in 1973, the last year 
of the post World War II economic 
expansion in the United States. 
Subdivision activity was low and 
unemployment higher during the 
United States recessions of 1973-
1975, 1980, 1981-1982, 1990-1991, 
2001 and 2007-2009. Subdivision 
activity was strong in the mid-1980s 
as the middle and later years of the 
baby boom generation (people born 
from 1946 and 1964) were start-
ing families and buying homes. The 
strong subdivision activity in the 
mid-2000s is representative of a later 
generation of people born from 1965-
1982 buying homes.

The report and the chart can be 
accessed through the LVPC website 
at:

Report: Subdivision and Building 
Activity — 2012.

Chart: Comparison of Regional 
Unemployment Rate to Subdivision 
Activity — 1973-2012.
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LVPC updates municipal population forecasts

2010 2020 2030 2040
Municipality Census Forecast Forecast Forecast

Alburtis 2,361 2,588 2,848 3,132
Allentown 118,032 122,666 130,338 139,617
Bethlehem (part) 19,343 19,840 21,097 22,538
Catasauqua 6,436 6,763 7,157 7,621
Coopersburg 2,386 2,558 2,749 2,951
Coplay 3,192 3,304 3,458 3,668
Emmaus 11,211 11,607 12,088 12,676
Fountain Hill 4,597 4,729 4,884 5,072
Hanover 1,571 1,658 1,843 2,093
Heidelberg 3,416 4,163 4,639 4,963
Lower Macungie 30,633 33,749 37,011 40,596
Lower Milford 3,775 4,252 4,541 4,859
Lowhill 2,173 2,588 3,045 3,501
Lynn 4,229 5,033 5,607 6,174
Macungie 3,074 3,210 3,364 3,537
North Whitehall 15,703 19,903 24,049 26,324
Salisbury 13,505 15,120 16,896 18,551
Slatington 4,232 4,400 4,589 4,798
South Whitehall 19,180 21,513 24,119 26,621
Upper Macungie 20,063 24,992 30,232 36,235
Upper Milford 7,292 8,382 9,012 9,642
Upper Saucon 14,808 18,880 23,568 28,672
Washington 6,624 8,510 9,866 10,897
Weisenberg 4,923 6,054 7,346 8,437
Whitehall 26,738 29,247 32,815 36,801
LEHIGH COUNTY TOTAL 349,497 385,710 427,162 469,975

Allen 4,269 5,433 6,821 8,195
Bangor 5,273 5,765 6,310 6,985
Bath 2,693 2,776 2,855 2,967
Bethlehem (part) 55,639 57,970 62,092 67,007
Bethlehem Twp. 23,730 26,116 29,323 32,917
Bushkill 8,178 10,065 11,119 11,955
Chapman 199 154 165 177
East Allen 4,903 5,937 6,381 6,861
East Bangor 1,172 1,359 1,570 1,820
Easton 26,800 28,295 30,801 33,858
Forks 14,721 16,709 19,308 22,186
Freemansburg 2,636 2,649 2,666 2,714
Glendon 440 396 431 474
Hanover 10,866 12,125 13,657 15,446
Hellertown 5,898 6,006 6,170 6,429
Lehigh 10,526 11,544 12,417 13,350
Lower Mt. Bethel 3,101 3,845 4,691 5,654
Lower Nazareth 5,674 7,343 9,353 10,995
Lower Saucon 10,772 12,336 13,840 15,488
Moore 9,198 11,471 13,545 15,120
Nazareth 5,746 5,984 6,293 6,689
N. Catasauqua 2,849 3,088 3,347 3,664
Northampton 9,926 10,135 10,415 10,829
Palmer 20,691 22,450 24,567 27,092
Pen Argyl 3,595 3,938 4,327 4,815
Plainfield 6,138 7,563 9,120 10,212
Portland 519 643 793 976
Roseto 1,567 1,798 2,064 2,391
Stockertown 927 1,141 1,396 1,708
Tatamy 1,203 1,406 1,646 1,941
Upper Mt. Bethel 6,706 8,083 9,612 11,332
Upper Nazareth 6,231 6,843 7,598 8,485
Walnutport 2,070 2,177 2,284 2,419
Washington 5,122 6,769 8,159 8,772
West Easton 1,257 1,364 1,481 1,623
Williams 5,884 6,744 7,519 8,084
Wilson 7,896 8,015 8,139 8,361
Wind Gap 2,720 3,082 3,492 3,988
Bethlehem (Total L & N) 74,982 77,810 83,188 89,545
NORTHAMPTON COUNTY TOTAL 297,735 329,516 365,766 403,979
REGIONAL TOTAL 647,232 715,226 792,928 873,954

LVPC MUNICIPAL POPULATION FORECASTSThe LVPC recently completed an 
update to the population fore-

casts for municipalities in Lehigh 
and Northampton counties through 
2040 as shown in the accompanying 
table. In Lehigh County, Allentown 
is forecasted to be the fastest grow-
ing municipality in terms of absolute 
growth through the year 2040. Upper 
Macungie Township and Upper Sau-
con Township are forecasted to have 
the 2nd and 3rd largest increases in pop-
ulation. In Northampton County, the 
City of Bethlehem, Bethlehem Town-
ship and Forks Township rank 1st, 

2nd, and 3rd for absolute growth.  The 
forecasts depict all three cities grow-
ing significantly over the next 30 years 
as a result of both redevelopment 
efforts and higher population densities 
associated with the multi-generational 
housing effect. The availability of 
land, quick access to the regional high-
way network, and proximity to New 
Jersey continue to make the town-
ships attractive for development.  The 
boroughs, much like the cities of both 
counties, show little if any growth 
resulting from land development, but 
rather are likely to experience popula-
tion increases associated with higher 
densities.

The availability of developable 
land, the potential for rezoning and 
redevelopment, the availability of 
public water and sewer service, the 
location of agricultural easements 
and security areas, natural resources, 
surface terrain, impacts of the reces-
sion, and immigration and the multi-
generational household effect were all 
considerations used in forecast devel-
opment. 

The forecasts will be used to guide 
regional and local planning efforts. 
They serve as a database for other 
forecasts of traffic generation, sewage 
flows, and water supply needs. Also, 
numerous marketing decisions are 
made concerning the location and type 
of development based in part on local 
population growth forecasts. The fore-
casts will be updated every five years 
with major updates coinciding with 
the decennial census data release.
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South Whitehall Township, 
Lehigh County adopted a new 

comprehensive plan in 2009 and an 
official map in 2010 to guide future 
growth and development. Recently, 
the Township took a step further in 
implementing both the plan and map 
by amending its subdivision and land 
development ordinance (SALDO) 
to require all future subdivisions to 
conform to the Township compre-
hensive plan and official map. While 

Local Township requires subdivisions to be consistent with comprehensive plan 
and official map

several Lehigh Valley municipalities 
have both comprehensive plans and 
official maps as planning tools, South 
Whitehall Township is the first 
locally to legislate conformance with 
the planning documents.  

The LVPC supports the Town-
ship’s efforts. When consistent with 
a municipal SALDO, zoning ordi-
nance and comprehensive plan, an 
official map can give strength and 

validity to the wants and needs for 
future growth. Municipalities can 
take proactive measures in shap-
ing important components of their 
future development, in contrast to 
simply reacting to developers’ pro-
posals. They also serve as excellent 
supporting documentation for grant 
applications for projects (such as a 
recreation area) that are shown on 
the official map.

On April 3, 2013, the Lehigh 
Valley Transportation Study 

(LVTS) Coordinating Committee 
awarded a total of $855,238 in Fed-
eral Transit Administration funds. 
These funds are comprised from two 
funding streams: $504,912 in Job 
Access Reverse Commute (JARC) 
funds and $350,326 in New Freedom 
funds made available through the 
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Effi-
cient Transportation Equity Act – A 
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) 
federal transportation legislation. 
These funds were awarded to propos-
ers of services seeking to fill service 
gaps in existing public transportation 
services.

The JARC program funds proj-
ects to improve access to transporta-
tion services to employment locations 
for welfare recipients and eligible 
low-income individuals and to trans-
port residents of urbanized areas 
to suburban job locations. The New 
Freedom program funds projects that 
reduce barriers to transportation ser-
vices and expand the mobility options 
available to people with disabilities 
beyond the requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act.

A request-for-proposals (RFP) 
was issued on December 26, 2012 
seeking applications to fill transpor-
tation gaps identified in the Coordi-

nated Public Transit Human Services 
Transportation Plan for the Lehigh 
Valley : 2007.  Five applications were 
received seeking a total of $1,224,858 
for the provision of various capital 
and operating projects. A review com-
mittee was formed to independently 
review each of the proposals and 
offer a recommendation for funding 
to the LVTS Technical Committee 
who, in turn, recommended approval 
of proposals to the LVTS Coordinat-
ing Committee.  The following table 
shows the applicant, their proposed 
project, funds requested, and the 
awarded funding amount.

LVTS awards JARC/New Freedom funds for transportation services

LANta $851,000 $481,380
     1. Purchase 5 Paratransit Vans $340,000 $272,468
     2. Service Enhancements To Growing Employment Areas $285,000 $193,912
     3. Evening & Weekend Paratransit Service Enhancements $30,000 $15,000
     4. LANtaVan DriveCam GPS Installation $96,000 $0
     5. Transportation Management Association Feasibility Study $20,000 $0
     6. Bus Stop Accessibility Program $80,000 $0
Family Answers - Funding for a low-income family car loan 
program for the purchase and maintenance of used automobiles $160,000 $160,000
Share Care Faith in Action - Funding for a transportation 
coordinator position to operate door through door transportation 
services for the elderly and disabled $50,000 $50,000
Center for Vision Loss - Funding for essential medical/shopping 
trips operating costs, fleet maintenance, personnel costs $70,000 $70,000
Independent Senior Transportation - L.V. - Funding for capital 
and personnel expenses to provide 24/7 door through door 
transportation services $93,858 $93,858
Total Request/Award $1,224,858 $855,238

Funds
Requested

Funds
AwardedApplicant/Project
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County population 
estimates released

The U.S. Census Bureau recently 
released its July 1, 2012 county 

population estimates. According to 
the estimates, Lehigh County is the 
fastest growing county in the State 
since April 2010. The population 
increased from 349,497 to 355,245, 
or 1.6%.  Northampton County grew 
from 297,735 to 299,267, or 0.5%. 
It is estimated that Lehigh County 
gained 5,748 persons and Northamp-
ton County gained 1,532. A total of 
7,280 persons have been added in 
the Lehigh Valley during this time 
period bringing the total estimated 
population to 654,512. The 2010 
Census population for the Valley 
was 647,232.  Municipal population 
estimates for 2012 will be released by 
the Census Bureau in June.

Additional information on county 
population estimates is available 
from the U.S. Census Bureau website 
(www.census.gov) and the Pennsyl-
vania State Data Center website 
( http://pasdc.hbg.psu.edu/).

The LVPC welcomes new staff

The LVPC recently welcomed two new staff 
members in March 2013. Chris Mukkadan 

joined the staff as a Transportation Planner. 
Chris graduated from Rutgers University School 
of Engineering with a B.S. in Civil Engineer-
ing. He will complete an M.S. in Civil Engineer-
ing with a concentration in Transportation 
Engineering from Rutgers University later this 
year. Chris will be responsible for learning and 
running the Regional Travel Demand Forecast 
Model. The model will be used to develop long 
range travel forecasts (through 2040) and air 
quality conformity determinations for Lehigh 
Valley transportation plans and programs. 

Joshua Spano joined the staff as a Commu-
nity Planner. Josh graduated from the University 
of Pittsburgh at Johnstown with a B.A. in Geogra-
phy. He has an M.S. in Geography with a concen-
tration in Regional & Environmental Planning 
from Indiana University of Pennsylvania. Josh will 
be responsible for the Highway Performance Moni-
toring System (HPMS) traffic count program and 
data collection. He will also be in charge of moni-
toring the progress of capital projects contained in 
Lehigh Valley transportation plans and programs.

LVTS actions

Project contracts awarded between January 1, 2013 and March 31, 2013

Project Municipality Cost

Lehigh Street Coplay Creek Bridge  Whitehall Twp. $1,425,788

Actions
• Amended the 2013 Transportation Improvement Program to include the construction phase of the Schantz Road 

Bridge over Breinig Run in Upper Macungie Township at $1,960,000.  

• Approved the FY 2014 Unified Planning Work Program for submission to PennDOT.  

• Approved a Memorandum of Understanding regarding transportation planning boundaries with the Delaware Val-
ley Regional Planning Commission.  

• Approved a Memorandum of Understanding regarding transportation planning boundaries with the Reading Area 
Transportation Study.
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The LVPC staff continues to work 
in a cooperative arrangement 

with PennDOT’s Local Technical 
Assistance Program (LTAP) to bring 
pertinent transportation training 
to Lehigh Valley municipalities.  
LTAP provides training, technical 
assistance, and other services to 
municipal elected officials and their 
staff.  To date, six courses have been 
completed in 2013.  Below is a list of 
upcoming courses that will be held in 
the LVPC conference room.  Registra-
tion is required for these free courses. 

05/15/2013 Managing Utility Cuts
8:00AM – 12:00PM

One of the most aggravating 
occurrences undermining the struc-
tural stability of a newly recon-
structed or resurfaced road is the 
utility repair cut. This course covers 
the management of roadway exca-
vations by contractors and utilities 
through local ordinances, permits, 
fees, specifications and inspection. It 
compares local ordinances with state 
procedures for state roads. It also 
discusses PA One Call, trenching and 
shoring, work zone traffic control, 
and liability. Intended Audience: 
Individuals who are involved in the 
ordinance, permitting, and monitor-
ing process to effectively manage 
utility excavations on locally owned 
roads and streets, including: elected 
officials, public works directors, road-
masters, foremen, and select crew 
members.

05/23/2013 Pavement Markings
8:00AM – 12:00PM

Participants will discuss and 
learn more about materials, applica-
tions, installation, and maintenance 
of pavement markings. The consis-

tent application and maintenance of 
pavement markings are paramount 
to motorists` safety. This course cov-
ers all aspects of pavement markings 
from their purpose and intent to 
their installation and maintenance 
on roadways. Content is based on the 
Federal Highway Administration`s 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MUTCD) and the most cur-
rent PennDOT practices, regulations 
and resources. Intended Audience: 
Roadmasters, public works directors, 
engineers, maintenance personnel, 
street supervisors, and any other 
individuals involved with the design, 
installation, and maintenance of 
pavement markings within their 
jurisdiction. Others who would ben-
efit from this course include: elected 
officials, public works employees, 
municipal managers. Engineers are 
welcome to attend, but the focus is on 
the non-engineer.

06/13/2013 Road Surface 
       Management
8:00AM – 3:00 PM

This course provides the basics 
for developing a road surface man-
agement program to help local gov-
ernments manage their pavements 
by providing an understanding of 
the concept and importance of road 
surface inventories and condition 
surveys. A review of the basic compo-
nents of flexible and rigid pavements 
is discussed. Pavement condition 
evaluations and how to recognize 
common pavement distress is pre-
sented. Sample pavement ratings 
are performed by the participants. 
Repair strategies at the system and 
project level are discussed using the 
information presented in the course. 
Intended Audience: Individuals 
responsible for performing roadway 

inventory and condition surveys as 
well as planning and programming 
functions such as: public works direc-
tors, street supervisors, roadmasters 
and crew foremen.

06/18/2013 Asphalt Roads
8:00AM – 12:00PM

This course provides relevant 
information to individuals who have 
to maintain asphalt pavements. The 
course material reviews the impor-
tance of preventive maintenance 
to the life of an asphalt pavement. 
The material will help the student 
identify common asphalt distress, 
the cause of the distress, and the 
appropriate treatments. The latest 
techniques, materials, and equip-
ment will be reviewed with an 
emphasis on repairing the asphalt 
distress properly the first time. Cur-
rent industry standards to properly 
repair problems such as cracking and 
potholes will be presented in detail. 
The basics of treatments such as seal 
coats, micro surfacing, and overlays 
will be presented. A review of the lat-
est treatments included in PennDOT 
Publication 447 Approved Products 
for Lower Volume Local Roads, 
will be covered. Intended Audience: 
Individuals who are involved in the 
planning and execution of mainte-
nance work on asphalt pavements, 
including: street superintendents, 
roadmasters, public works directors, 
foreman, and select crew members.

Please check the LTAP website 
(https://www.dot7.state.pa.us/LTAP/) 
to register or for more information 
on these courses. Additional courses 
will be scheduled throughout 2013.  
Please contact Lynette Romig at the 
LVPC office (610-264-4544) with any 
questions.

Upcoming LTAP courses

Updated list of municipal officials available

The LVPC has updated its mailing list of officials for the 62 units of municipal government in Lehigh and 
Northampton counties. The municipal officials list is one of the most popular reports prepared by the LVPC. The 

list contains 2013 data on the name, title, address and telephone number for all mayors, borough and city council 
members, township commissioners or supervisors, planning commissions members, zoning hearing board members, 
zoning officers, and municipal engineers, among others.

The municipal officials list is available on the LVPC website at www.lvpc.org. A bound copy of the updated list is 
available from the LVPC for $10.00 plus $0.60 tax. Postage is extra if mailing is required.
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LVPC releases municipal employment forecasts

2010 2020 2030 2040
Municipality Existing Forecast Forecast Forecast

Alburtis 451 626 771 927
Allentown 58,437 63,515 67,712 72,239
Bethlehem (part) 17,778 19,448 20,829 22,318
Catasauqua 1,480 1,676 1,839 2,014
Coopersburg 1,451 1,653 1,821 2,001
Coplay 570 691 792 900
Emmaus 6,205 6,345 6,461 6,587
Fountain Hill 7,209 7,217 7,223 7,230
Hanover 11,402 13,729 15,652 17,726
Heidelberg 678 707 732 758
Lower Macungie 9,660 13,296 16,302 19,543
Lower Milford 539 560 577 596
Lowhill 799 867 923 984
Lynn 737 1,044 1,297 1,570
Macungie 1,105 1,200 1,278 1,362
North Whitehall 6,242 6,983 7,595 8,255
Salisbury 13,602 13,858 14,070 14,299
Slatington 841 924 993 1,068
South Whitehall 18,942 20,993 22,689 24,518
Upper Macungie 29,954 35,522 40,124 45,087
Upper Milford 2,239 2,483 2,684 2,901
Upper Saucon 9,976 13,076 15,638 18,401
Washington 1,100 1,357 1,569 1,798
Weisenberg 1,696 2,414 3,007 3,647
Whitehall 15,414 19,325 22,558 26,044
LEHIGH COUNTY TOTAL 218,507 249,511 275,136 302,771

Allen 667 1,534 2,135 2,822
Bangor 1,272 1,406 1,499 1,605
Bath 877 980 1,052 1,134
Bethlehem (part) 23,787 27,750 30,498 33,641
Bethlehem Twp. 12,402 14,561 16,057 17,769
Bushkill 1,539 1,751 1,898 2,067
Chapman 23 23 23 23
East Allen 3,264 3,588 3,812 4,069
East Bangor 98 106 112 118
Easton 10,095 10,658 11,049 11,495
Forks 7,813 9,449 10,583 11,880
Freemansburg 494 550 589 634
Glendon 645 684 712 743
Hanover 14,275 15,102 15,675 16,331
Hellertown 1,516 1,523 1,528 1,533
Lehigh 1,666 2,167 2,515 2,912
Lower Mt. Bethel 1,241 1,280 1,307 1,338
Lower Nazareth 6,821 8,883 10,313 11,948
Lower Saucon 2,555 3,304 3,823 4,416
Moore 1,909 1,999 2,062 2,134
Nazareth 2,867 2,903 2,928 2,956
N. Catasauqua 382 383 384 384
Northampton 3,083 3,140 3,179 3,224
Palmer 10,660 12,211 13,285 14,515
Pen Argyl 1,269 1,361 1,425 1,498
Plainfield 2,396 2,848 3,162 3,520
Portland 142 179 205 235
Roseto 343 345 346 348
Stockertown 494 567 617 674
Tatamy 443 581 676 786
Upper Mt. Bethel 1,656 2,092 2,394 2,740
Upper Nazareth 2,975 4,027 4,757 5,591
Walnutport 908 992 1,050 1,117
Washington 1,281 1,406 1,492 1,591
West Easton 271 374 445 527
Williams 1,224 1,407 1,533 1,678
Wilson 5,040 5,127 5,188 5,257
Wind Gap 1,218 1,335 1,416 1,509
Bethlehem (Total L & N) 41,565 47,198 51,327 55,959
NORTHAMPTON COUNTY TOTAL 129,611 148,575 161,722 176,761
REGIONAL TOTAL 348,118 398,086 436,858 479,532

LVPC MUNICIPAL EMPLOYMENT FORECASTSThis past November, the Lehigh 
Valley Planning Commission 

(LVPC) released its long range 
employment forecasts for Lehigh and 
Northampton counties through 2040 
(available on the LVPC website at 
www.lvpc.org). These forecasts show 
what Lehigh Valley employment may 
look like if present trends continue.

In March of this year, the LVPC 
released employment forecasts 
for municipalities in Lehigh and 
Northampton counties through 2040 
as shown in the accompanying table. 
The county employment forecast 
totals were distributed to the munici-
palities based on three criteria: 
available space, zoning for employ-
ment, and urban designated land use 
according to the Comprehensive Plan 
The Lehigh Valley…2030 General 
Land Use Plan. Municipalities with 
all three of these criteria are fore-
casted to see higher employment 
growth.

 In Lehigh County, Upper Mac-
ungie Township is forecasted to have 
the highest growth in employment 
in both the county and the Valley 
through 2040 with 15,133 additional 
employees. Other municipalities in 
Lehigh County that will see sig-
nificant employment growth include 
the City of Allentown (13,802), 
Whitehall Township (10,630) and 
Lower Macungie Township (9,883). 
In Northampton County, the City 
of Bethlehem is forecasted to see 
the highest employment growth 
through 2040 with 9,854 additional 
employees. Bethlehem Township and 
Lower Nazareth Township follow 
with 5,367 and 5,127, respectively. 
Areas without the available space, 
zoning or urban designated land use 
will see limited employment growth. 
These are mainly the boroughs and 
the townships with strong agricul-
ture preservation or environmental 
protection zoning.

Please contact David Manhardt 
at the LVPC office (610-264-4544) if 
you have any questions or would like 
more information about the munici-
pal employment forecasts.
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Meetings

The LVPC’s regular monthly meeting is held on 
the last Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the 
LVPC Conference Room. The LVPC Execu-
tive Committee meets the second Wednesday of 
the month at 4:15 p.m. in the LVPC Conference 
Room. All LVPC meetings are open to the public.

LVPC Newsletter

The LVPC Newsletter is the official newsletter 
of the LVPC. It is published four times a year. It 
is e-mailed to local officials and others who are 
interested in learning about the LVPC plans and 
activities. It is also available on the LVPC website.

Vall ey views …

Canal Park, Hanover Township, Lehigh County
Photo courtesy of Teresa Mackey


