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stated within the 
2005 Comprehen-
sive Plan: the Lehigh 
Valley…2030, 
and it informs the 
next update of this 
Comprehensive Plan 
scheduled to begin 
in 2015. Ultimately, 
the goal of the 
Regional Housing 
Plan is to identify 
ways that the LVPC can work with the region’s governments, 
nonprofit and for-profit partners to improve housing opportu-
nities within the Lehigh Valley.

Throughout the development of the Regional Housing 
Plan, the public has been encouraged to offer feedback that 
can help shape its goals, policies and strategies. A period 
of public comment began on June 26, and members of the 
LVPC’s housing team presented various aspects of the 
report at a variety of different meetings and venues, among 
which include: a Township and Boroughs Planning, Codes 
and Zoning meeting on June 18; a NEPA Appraisal Services 
Luncheon on June 25; an Allentown Rotary Club meeting on 
July 11; and a “Policy and Pizza” discussion session open to 
the general public on July 24, which was held at the LVPC 
offices. Throughout August, the LVPC will be collecting gen-
eral feedback on the draft Regional Housing Plan, so that the 
team can address key concerns, make necessary edits, and 
deliver the final version of the plan digitally via thumb drive to 
the public in September.
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LVPC releases draft Regional Housing Plan
Eric McAfee, AICP, LEED AP, Director of Community Planning
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Housing Plan is available for 
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(http://www.lvpc.org/regional-
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The Regional Housing Plan enjoyed a successful kick-off 
event on May 15 at Allentown Symphony Hall, where 

a variety of stakeholders in real estate, community devel-
opment, county/municipal government, urban planning, 
residential construction, and other interested constituents 
filled the room to learn about the Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission’s initial findings. Nearly 100 people attended 
this monumental event. Since then, the LVPC has advanced 
the project considerably, culminating in a draft release of the 
plan, approved by the Commission at the July 31 meeting. 

This plan, one of several key reports supported under 
the HUD Sustainable Communities Grant, is the most 
thorough exploration of the existing housing situation—the 
supply, demand, design, physical condition and afford-
ability—that has ever taken place within the Lehigh Valley. 
It provides an updated analysis of the Lehigh Valley hous-
ing market in light of the changed economy since the start 
of the Great Recession in 2008, which exerted a particu-
larly profound impact on households with low or moder-
ate incomes. It broadens the effort from the LVPC’s 2007 
Affordable Housing Study through two innovative analyses: 
a) it looks at housing affordability across all incomes relative 
to the threshold by which a household would be cost bur-
dened (i.e., spending more than 30% of income on hous-
ing), and b) it examines the proximity of jobs and housing 
affordable for those jobs. In addition, this plan translates 
public input, analysis of population and economic growth, a 
current housing profile, and an analysis of critical influences 
on housing markets into a set of goals, policies and imple-
mentation strategies to make progress on housing issues 
in the Lehigh Valley. It builds on the housing goals currently 
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The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) is hold-
ing its first annual regional planning meeting and com-

munity awards on October 23, 2014 in conjunction with 
National Community Planning Month. Each year the meeting 
will celebrate a major regional planning and development 
effort and recognize the remarkable achievements of the 
Lehigh Valley’s municipalities.  

For 2014, this exciting event will include the release 
of the Envision Lehigh Valley consortium plan for a more 
sustainable region. The sustainable communities planning 
effort summarizes the nearly three-year long effort of fifteen 
partners including: LVPC, Lehigh County, Northampton 
County, Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation, 
LANta, City of Easton, City of Bethlehem, City of Allentown, 
Buy Fresh Buy Local, The Nurture Nature Center, Wildlands 
Conservancy, Lehigh Valley Association of Independent 
Colleges, Lehigh Valley Research Consortium, Community 
Action Committee of the Lehigh Valley and Renew Lehigh 
Valley.

The event will also celebrate the planning and develop-
ment achievements of the people and places in Lehigh and 

LVPC to host first annual regional planning meeting and community awards
Becky A. Bradley, AICP, Executive Director

Northampton counties. Specifically, category awards will be 
presented for exemplary: 

• Plan, Planning Policy or Ordinance

• Land Development

• Revitalization Project

• Open Space Project

• Environmental Project

• Transportation Project

• Multi-Municipal Cooperation

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission will also desig-
nate the 2014 Lehigh Valley Community of Distinction. This 
award will honor the community or communities that exem-
plify consistent plans and policies that support efficient and 
sustainable development, land management and resource-
fulness. Community of Distinction signs will be presented for 
installation at the primary gateways of the winning com-
munity or communities. Award applications will be available 
in August  at http://www.lvpc.org or contact Becky Bradley, 
AICP, Executive Director at (610) 264-4544 or bab@lvpc.org.
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The Lehigh Valley Transportation Study (LVTS) approved 
nine new projects for funding in June under PennDOT’s 

Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP). The TAP pro-
gram is a federal cost reimbursement program, administered 
by PennDOT, which provides funding for the preservation 
and conversion of abandoned railway corridors to trails, 
construction of pedestrian and bicycle facilities, educational 
activities for pedestrians and bicyclists, and historic preser-
vation of transportation facilities. The TAP program was cre-
ated under the federal Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st 
Century Act (MAP-21) law. Similar programs of this nature 
have been in existence since the early 1990s and have pro-
vided nearly $20 million in funding since their inception. 

The 2014 program began with 22 Lehigh Valley applica-
tions being forwarded to LVTS for funding consideration. 
The LVPC worked jointly with PennDOT District 5 and their 
transportation enhancement consultant to screen and evalu-
ate the applications, which totaled $5,426,876 in requested 
funds. The program was allocated $1.27 million for projects. 
Nine projects were chosen for funding that best met the 
tenets of the program. The approved applications totaled 
$1,326,190. The additional $56,190 needed for these proj-
ects will be funded through the Transportation Improvement 

Transportation Alternatives Program applications approved
Michael Donchez, Senior Transportation Planner

Program. The construction phase of these projects will be 
paid 100% using federal funds. The projects include: 

1. Manassas Guth Historic Covered Bridge (Lehigh Co.) - 
$360,000

2. Community Bike Works Youth Bike Education (City of 
Allentown) - $74,000

3. Victory Park Sidewalk Project (Slatington) - $45,430

4. Safe Routes to School Safety Project (City of Allentown) 
- $125,000

5. Main Street Curb Extensions and Crosswalks (Macun-
gie Borough) - $347,200

6. Sitgreaves Pedestrian Alley Conversion (City of Easton) 
- $43,400

7. Bicycle Education for Children K-8 (City of Easton) - 
$166,160

8. South 4th Street Pedestrian Improvements (City of 
Bethlehem) - $100,000.

9. Expansion of the Shared Lane Markings Network (City 
of Bethlehem) - $65,500.

Additionally, the 
projects not funded under 
the regional program were 
forwarded to PennDOT 
Central Office for fund-
ing consideration from 
the statewide $25 million 
reserve. Two of these 
projects, Allentown’s 
Center City Pedestrian 
Street Lighting project 
and Whitehall Township’s 
Jordan Greenway Trail, 
were forwarded with a 
priority recommendation 
for funding.

Please contact Mike 
Donchez at 610-264-
4544 or msd@lvpc.org if 
you have any questions 
regarding the TAP pro-
gram.

Manassas Guth Historic Covered Bridge, South Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, PA
Photo courtesy of Alice J. Lipe
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2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program adopted July 16
Joseph Gurinko, Director of Transportation Planning

TIP (cont. on page 5)

The LVPC has been working closely with PennDOT and 
the Lehigh and Northampton Transportation Author-

ity (LANta) to develop the high priority highway, bridge and 
transit project lists for the upcoming four year period. These 
priority projects use federal and/or state transportation fund-
ing and are contained in the Lehigh Valley Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP). Recently completed or ongoing 
projects funded through the TIP include the Rt. 22/MacArthur 
Road interchange in Whitehall Township, improvements to 
Rt. 412 in south Bethlehem, the American Parkway Bridge 
across the Lehigh River in Allentown and the replacement of 
the Schantz Road Bridge in Upper Macungie Township.

State funding for transportation projects was buoyed 
by the passage of PA Act 89 in November 2013. Primarily 
financed by the lifting of a cap on the Oil Company Fran-
chise Tax, Act 89 will ramp up over a 5 year period to pro-
vide an additional $2.3 billion in state transportation funding 
from year 5 on. The majority of this additional funding will 
be focused on the maintenance and rehabilitation of the 
existing transportation system; projects intended to reduce 
congestion will be more focused on improving traffic flow 
through operational improvements rather than building new 
roads or bypasses. In addition, PennDOT will be striving to 
stretch transportation dollars through innovative design and 
contracting strategies, such as bundling numerous bridge 
improvement projects under one contract to take advantage 
of economies of scale.

This update to the TIP will cover the four year period 
from October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2018. The 
projects on the TIP include 36 highway, 29 bridge and seven 
transit projects. These projects address maintenance, safety 
and operational needs. A sampling of maintenance proj-
ects includes the replacement of the Rt. 22 Bridge over the 
Lehigh River, resurfacing of Rt. 309 from Walbert Avenue 
to Levans Road, the resurfacing of Rt. 946 from Rt. 512 to 
Rt. 191, and the replacement of 24 LANta buses with hybrid 
engine buses, which provides significant fuel savings. Safety 
projects include upgrades to the Rt. 309/Tilghman Street 
interchange and improvements at the intersection of Rt. 946 
and Rt. 248. The Northampton Street and Lehigh Street 
signal improvement projects are examples of operational 
improvements that will facilitate traffic flow without adding 
new pavement. 

TIPs must be fiscally constrained, meaning that the 
value of the improvements listed must not exceed the fund-
ing available to pay for them. The value of the highway ele-
ment for the four year period mentioned is more than $185.5 
million, bridge projects are valued at $140.7 million and the 
transit element has more than $56 million worth of projects. 
The total value of the TIP is more than $382 million, meaning 
that, on average, nearly $100 million is being spent annually 
on keeping Lehigh Valley roads, bridges and transit in good, 
safe working order.

Lehigh Valley Transportation Study
Project contracts awarded between April 1, 2014 and June 30, 2014

Project Municipality Cost

Cold Springs Bridge Whitehall Twp. $3,333,000
Basin Street Safety Improvements Allentown $629,830
All Weather Pavement Markings Installation Various $343,570

Actions
 ● Supported a Transportation Investments Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant for improvements to the 
airport area transportation network. 

 ● Approved the Traffic Trends Report for Selected Lehigh Valley Locations. 
 ● Approved nine Transportation Alternatives Program projects totaling $1,326,190 for funding. 
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TIP (cont. from page 4)

The draft TIP was adopted by the Lehigh Valley Trans-
portation Study on July 16. The TIP is expected to go into 
effect October 1, 2014.

The 2015-2018 TIP can be viewed on the LVPC’s web-
site at http://www.lvpc.org. Project locations and descriptions 

can be found there as well. Questions regarding the projects 
listed, or on the TIP in general, can be directed to Becky 
Bradley at 610-264-4544 or bab@lvpc.org.

The widening of Rt. 22 from Airport Road to 15th Street is once again on the Transportation 
Improvement Program. This project, long a priority for the LVPC, and the region, is needed to keep 
the Lehigh Valley’s main street moving.

Route 22 looking east from Fifth Street Bridge, Whitehall Township, Lehigh County, PA
Photo courtesy of Alice J. Lipe
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As part of the work being done by the LVPC under the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD) Sustainable Communities program, the LVPC is 
tasked with the development of climate change and energy 
elements to the Comprehensive Plan of the Lehigh Val-
ley…2030. The LVPC Environment Committee served as the 

steering committee since September 2013 to provide input 
on the development of the two elements.

Preliminary draft climate and energy elements have 
been prepared that include goals, policies and implementa-
tion strategies, similar to the existing Comprehensive Plan 
elements, or chapters. A public meeting was held at the 

Climate change can have far reaching impacts on plant 
and animal ecosystems and biodiversity, as well as 

various aspects of society, including human health, where 
people can live, the types of crops that can be grown, recre-
ational opportunities and the economy. While uncertainties 
remain surrounding the magnitude of the impacts over time, 
scientists believe that humans can lessen their severity by 
implementing mitigation and adaptation measures now. Miti-
gation measures are those that would minimize greenhouse 
gas emissions. Adaptation refers to adjusting to the changes 
that are expected to occur to reduce vulnerability. 

To assist in the development of the climate element, 
LVPC staff reviewed the American Planning Association’s 
(APA) Policy Guide on Planning and Climate Change (2011) 
that includes 120 policy recommendations related to cli-
mate change. These recommendations were compared to 
the goals, policies and implementation strategies within the 
existing Comprehensive Plan of the Lehigh Valley…2030 to 
determine policy areas that would require additional atten-
tion. The Comprehensive Plan currently includes a number 
of measures that support development patterns that would 
minimize greenhouse gas emissions, such as coordinated 
land use and transportation planning and preservation of 
natural resources and agricultural lands.

Climate Change Element
Susan L. Rockwell, Senior Environmental Planner

An additional resource reviewed was the PA Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Pennsylvania 
Climate Impact Assessment (2009) to identify potential 
regional impacts as well as strategies to mitigate or adapt to 
the impacts. According to the assessment report, potential 
impacts within the state fall under five major categories as 
described below.

Temperature is expected to increase. 
Warmer temperatures may result in 
worse droughts during the summer and 
less snow during the winter. Heavier rain 
events are expected to increase resulting 
in increased flooding.

The composition of the state’s forests will 
likely change. Many tree species found in 
the northeast (paper birch, quaking aspen) 
may be greatly reduced or eliminated, 
while southern species (oaks and hicko-
ries) that can withstand warmer tempera-
tures will migrate to the north.

Climate Change (cont. on page 8)
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Want to Know More?
Climate and energy goals, policies and strategies are 
located on the LVPC website (http://www.lvpc.org).

Nurture Nature Center in Easton on June 19 to present the 
preliminary draft elements and obtain public input. Approxi-
mately 50 people attended the meeting. Dr. Dork Sahagian, 
Professor of Earth and Environmental Science at Lehigh Uni-
versity, and LVPC staff provided presentations at the meet-
ing. The LVPC hosted a “Policy + Pizza” session on June 
26 at the LVPC office to discuss the climate element with 

Energy element
Eric McAfee, AICP, LEED AP, Director of Community Planning

Energy Element (cont. on page 8)

members of the public and obtain input. A similar session 
was held on July 17 to discuss the energy element.

The energy element provides critical background and 
key policy recommendations on how Lehigh Valley’s 

ever-changing energy demands can meet the needs of this 
growing region, while both reducing dependency on ineffi-
cient, high-emission sources and keeping consumption costs 
low. Using the First Law of Thermodynamics—which states 
that energy can be transferred from one form to another, but 
neither created nor destroyed—the overview to this report 
recognizes that, even if the quantity of energy remains con-

stant, how we use it can fluctuate greatly, and the efficient 
harnessing of energy-producing resources plays a critical 
role in maintaining a certain quality of life. Almost instinctu-
ally, we seek to improve how efficiently we use energy. The 
evolution of the automobile provides a perfect example: in 
1908, Henry Ford’s ever-popular Model T averaged 25 miles 
per gallon; 100 years later, a Toyota Prius can travel four 
times this distance with the same volume of gasoline.

Pennsylvania has a strong history 
of energy innovation and production. 
The Keystone State is home to the 
first commercial oil well drilled in the 
country, as well as the first nuclear 
power plant. It ranks second in nuclear 
power generation, second in electricity 
generation, third in the nation in natural 
gas production, ninth in total solar 
capacity and is the fourth largest coal-
producing state in the nation in 2012, 
and the only state producing anthracite 
coal, which has a higher heat value 
than other kinds of coal. In terms of 
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 Lehigh Valley Climate Change Goals
• To protect, conserve and enhance natural ecosys-

tems to provide long-term resilience to climate 
change

• To protect public infrastructure from potentially 
harmful impacts associated with climate change

• To protect residents, property and critical facilities 
from natural hazards as evolving over time due to 
climate change

• To create a land use pattern that helps to mitigate 
climate change impacts through a compact urban 
development area, mixed land uses, higher densities 
in urban areas and through preserving land for agri-
cultural and environmental purposes

• To provide building and site design practices that 
help to mitigate climate change impacts

• To reduce Lehigh Valley greenhouse gas emissions 
from residences, government operations and busi-
nesses

Lehigh Valley Energy Goals
• To promote energy efficiency and natural resource 

conservation within existing and new buildings and 
land development

• To encourage alternatives to automobile use, both 
motorized and non-motorized 

• To support the diversification of energy sources

• To advocate increased energy conservation and 
efficiency awareness

Energy Element (cont. from page 7)

Climate Change (cont. from page 6)

As air temperature becomes warmer, 
stream temperatures will also rise result-
ing in the reduction or loss of cold water 
species such as Eastern Brook Trout.

Yields of fruits/vegetables requiring cool 
temperatures (potatoes, apples) will 
decline, while yields of warm tempera-
ture fruits/vegetables (sweet corn, soy 
beans) will increase.

Increasing summer temperatures will 
increase ground level ozone causing 
more incidences of respiratory disease 
and higher levels of allergens such as 
pollen.

Based on a review of the APA guide and DEP report, 
the LVPC climate element defines a number of mitigation 
and adaptation measures, categorized under six primary 
goals, that can be implemented to help ensure the region’s 
long-term resilience to climate change impacts.

infinite number of functions and uses in a region with both 
growing population and economy, and 2) how to reliably, 
adequately and safely access and use energy from different 
sources. Through the energy element, the LVPC envisions 
a future that confidently meets both facets of the afore-
mentioned energy planning challenge through four primary 
goals. Within each of these goals is a number of policies and 
implementation strategies. By crafting both the energy nar-
rative and its policies, the energy element has distilled over 
20 years of environmental planning within the Valley and 
the state, assembling this work and research into a concise 
document that envisions both a diverse energy portfolio as 
well as a means of achieving it.

policy, the state’s General Assembly enacted the Alternative 
Energy Portfolio Standards Act in 2004, requiring that 18% of 
all energy generation comes from alternative and renewable 
sources by 2021. This legislation also created a $650 million 
Alternative Energy Investment Fund, capitalizing on existing 
commitment to renewables: solar systems, wind turbines, 
hydroelectric plants and biodiesel cultivation. The 2014 
Pennsylvania State Energy Plan captures the full details of 
the state’s renewable energy ambitions.

The LVPC staffed an Energy Center for many years 
that included outreach on energy conservation and energy 
efficient residential site design practices. Earlier versions of 
the county comprehensive plan included an energy element, 
with the last appearing in 1993. To assist with re-integrating 
the element into the comprehensive planning process, LVPC 
staff prepared the Lehigh Valley Energy Profile (released 
in February 2014) that includes historic national, state and 
regional energy pricing and consumption data. The Energy 
Profile is available on the LVPC website (http://www.lvpc.
org). 

The energy element poses a two-fold energy planning 
challenge before the citizens of the Lehigh Valley: 1) how to 
most efficiently use finite resources to fuel and support an 
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Nobody (except perhaps oil companies) likes traffic con-
gestion. Sitting in long lines of traffic can weigh heavily 

on one’s soul and patience, not to mention wasting time and 
money. Congestion can often lead to impatience which, in 
turn, leads to poor decisions by drivers and a higher likeli-
hood of crashes.

For years, the automatic response to congestion was to 
build more – roads, lanes, bypasses – whatever the “appro-
priate” response was. However, these improvements were 
expensive and time consuming. In addition, their impact to 
the built (e.g. bisecting neighborhoods) and natural (e.g. 
effects on natural habitats) environment was often dramatic. 
The cost to taxpayers was also burdensome as aging infra-
structure needed repair and the costs of building more sky-
rocketed. As a result, decision-makers sought new answers 
to move people and goods faster and safer.

The transportation engineering and planning communi-
ties responded. Not surprisingly, advances in technology 
allowed for more efficient use of the existing highway and 
transit networks by providing real time information to the 
user. For example, PennDOT recently released 511PA - an 
application that provides traffic information for download to 
smartphones. Motorists who choose to use this application 

 New answers (cont. on page 10)

New answers to old problems
Lehigh Valley motorists to see new signal technology, highway designs
Joseph Gurinko, Director of Transportation Planning

can make route decisions based on up to the minute infor-
mation on traffic conditions of major highways. LANta’s Bus 
Tracker system allows their riders to see similar information 
for the fixed route bus system and to check whether a bus is 
running on time.

On a systems level, technology that can “learn” is now 
in place that allows for more flexible and adaptable traffic 
signal control. For years, traffic signals relied on a single 
timing plan based on the time of day. Then, loops embed-
ded at intersection approaches allowed signals for a minor 
road to turn green only when traffic was present. Technology 
advanced leaps and bounds when signal timings could be 
adjusted remotely based on traffic patterns. Most recently, 
“smart” systems have been introduced. These adaptive 
signal systems not only monitor traffic but can “learn” traf-
fic patterns over time and adjust the timing based on this 
intelligence. This results in much less unused green time at 
intersections, thus reducing delay in opposing directions.

Reducing delay and increasing safety is also the impetus 
behind new highway designs. Two designs in particular are 
likely to be implemented in the Lehigh Valley over the next 
ten years: roundabout intersections and diverging diamond 
intersections.

ROUNDABOUT

8 Vehicle Conflicts 
8 Pedestrian Conflicts 

INTERSECTION

32 Vehicle Conflicts 
24 Pedestrian Conflicts 
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Roundabouts – Not to be confused with the well-known 
(and disliked) circles that are common in a neighboring state, 
roundabouts are designed to reduce delay and increase 
safety by significantly reducing the number of conflict points 
when compared to a traditional intersection (see figures on 
page 9). Roundabouts allow for the continuous movement of 
slow-moving traffic around a center island. In addition, there 
are refuge areas mid-way across a street that improve safety 
for walkers. PennDOT will be considering roundabouts as 
potential replacements for typical intersection designs when-
ever an intersection is being upgraded.

Diverging Diamond Interchanges – Diverging diamond 
interchanges (DDIs), at first glance, seem to be no different 
than your run of the mill diamond interchange similar to ones 
found at I-78/Rt. 863 (New Smithville) or at Rt. 33/Rt. 191 
(Stockertown). A closer look reveals that traffic patterns at 
the interchange are very different, resulting in safer condi-
tions (again through the reduction of conflict points), less 
delay and even less right of way needed in typical designs. 
The figure to the right shows that travel directions reverse 
at the interchange with the freeway. This design removes 
opposed left turns onto and off of the ramps, again increas-
ing safety and reducing the amount of time it takes to travel 
through the interchange. This design is likely to be consid-

New answers (cont. from p. 9)

ered on high volume interchanges like the Route 22/MacAr-
thur Road interchange in Whitehall Township.

Limited funding for road and bridge improvements will 
not allow the Lehigh Valley – or any other region – to build 
our way out of congestion. Lehigh Valley travelers should 
expect to see innovative answers to congestion problems.

Visit us
SHARE YOUR TRANSPORTATION VISION AT 

August 23-24, 2014
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Two upcoming training courses are scheduled to be held 
at the LVPC office: Subdivision Review and Zoning. Pre-

registration is necessary for both courses. The registration 
deadline is August 31. The fee is $100 per person for each 
course or $190 per person if registering for both courses.

Upcoming Local Government Academy courses

Registration forms for both courses are available 

on the LVPC website (http://www.lvpc.org/pdf/2014/

Zoning%20Course%20Registration.pdf).

WHO SHOULD GO?
Planning commission and municipal zoning hearing board 
members, municipal elected offi cials, municipal engineers, 
municipal planners and others who deal with zoning 
ordinances.

Zoning: Up Close + Personal
WHAT IS IT?
This is a “nuts and bolts” course that deals with probably the 
most complex and provocative topic in local planning. The 
course reviews how zoning evolved in the United States, and 
how many of the original concepts still form the basis of the 
way zoning is practiced in Pennsylvania in 2014.

By the end of the course, attendees will be able to:
• Review zoning ordinance provisions.
• Make decisions about how an area should be zoned 

through mapping exercises.
• Learn to conduct a build-out analysis to learn the 

potential impact of the zoning ordinance.
• Discuss methods for handling problem land uses and 

situations.
• Consider ethical issues using case studies.

WHAT’LL WE LEARN?
The Basic Course in Zoning will cover the following topics, 
among others:

• The relationship of the zoning ordinance to the com-
prehensive plan and the importance of consistency 
between the two.

• Zoning terminology.
• Key issues encountered in drafting the zoning ordi-

nance and the zoning map.
• Ordinance adoption and amendment procedures as 

set forth in the Municipalities Planning Code.
• Zoning ordinance administration; and
• The use of Municipalities Planning Code authority to 

undertake and enable joint municipal zoning, planned 
residential development, traditional neighborhood 
development and other non-traditional zoning tools.

Subdivision Review: The Ins and Outs 
WHAT IS IT?
This course explores the work of planning commissions in 
the subdivision and land development review process, from 
pre-application meetings through project completion.  It is 
organized into three major sections:

• Principles of subdivision and land development regula-
tion and ordinance requirements.

• Subdivision and land development review procedures. 
• Design and technical standards of subdivision devel-

opment.

Participants will get hands-on experience reviewing plans 
and designing alternative solutions.

WHAT’LL WE LEARN?
Topics in the course include:
 

• Key provisions of the PA Municipalities Planning Code 
(MPC) governing subdivision and land development 
regulation, including approving and denying plans

• Three-stage procedure for reviewing applications;
• Project completion and follow-up
• Density and open space criteria
• How to coordinate review comments from other agen-

cies
• Role of performance and maintenance guarantees in 

project implementation

WHO SHOULD GO?
Municipal zoning hearing board and planning commission 
members, municipal elected offi cials, municipal engineers, 
municipal planners and others who deal with zoning 
ordinances.

Zoning Course Schedule (6-9PM):
 Tuesday, September   9th, 2014
 Tuesday, September 16th, 2014
 Tuesday, September 23rd, 2014

Subdivision Course Schedule (6-9PM) :
 Wednesday, October 15th,  2014
 Wednesday, October 22nd, 2014
 Wednesday, October 29th,  2014
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as yet to be scheduled, will be 
held this fall. A public opinion 
survey was developed with 
input from the steering com-
mittee to gage interest on the 
different topics to be covered 
by the plan. The survey was 
available beginning May 1 and 
closed on July 31. Paper copies 
were also distributed to various 
locations throughout the county.

A draft plan is scheduled for completion by spring 2015. 
After extensive public review, the final plan will be completed 
by summer 2015. For more information on this project, contact 
Teresa Mackey at (610) 264-4544 or txm@lvpc.org.

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310
Allentown, Pennsylvania  18109

Phone: (610) 264-4544 or
Toll Free: (888) 627-8808

FAX: (610) 264-2616
Email: lvpc@lvpc.org

Website: http://www.lvpc.org

CHAIR Kent H. Herman
VICE CHAIR Liesel Dreisbach
TREASURER Stephen Repasch

Executive Director Becky A. Bradley, AICP
Newsletter Editor: Susan L. Rockwell
Newsletter Design: Alice J. Lipe
  

Meetings

The LVPC’s regular monthly meeting is held on the last Thursday 
of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the LVPC Conference Room. The 
LVPC Executive Committee meets the second Wednesday of 
the month at 4:15 p.m. in the LVPC Conference Room. All LVPC 
meetings are open to the public.

LVPC Newsletter

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Newsletter is published 
four times a year. It is e-mailed to local officials and others who 
are interested in learning about planning and development in 
the Lehigh Valley. It is also available on the LVPC website.

The Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission is on LinkedIn!

Connect with us to learn about upcoming events, the lat-
est news in planning and inside information on our latest 

projects. Join the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Group 
on LinkedIn for discussion on various topics and events. We 
look forward to connecting with and hearing from you.

LVPC actions may be found 
on the web at 

 http://lvpc.org/meetings.html

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC), in collabo-
ration with Northampton County, is currently working on an 

open space plan to guide future conservation and outdoor rec-
reation efforts within the county. A steering committee has been 
formed to provide input and feedback throughout the planning 
process. The committee includes 25 members, representing a 
diverse group of individuals from agriculture, business, develop-
ment, education, environment, health, local government, parks 
and outdoor recreation, and tourism. To date, two steering com-
mittee meetings have been held - March 28 and June 6. 

Public participation will be a key component of the project. 
Public meetings will be held throughout the county in an effort 
to obtain comments from a diversity of residents. The first series 
of public meetings were held in June at the following locations: 
June 11 - Allen Township, June 16 - City of Easton, and June 
23 - Washington Township. Another series of public meetings, 

Livable Landscapes - Northampton County Open Space Plan Project
Teresa Mackey, Senior Environmental Planner

The focus of the 
plan will be on environ-
mentally sensitive areas, 
farmland, trails, outdoor 
recreation, historic and cul-
tural areas, economic ben-
efits, and the overall quality 
of life within Northampton 

County. 

Upcoming Local Technical Assistance 
Program courses

The LVPC staff continues to work in a cooperative arrange-
ment with PennDOT’s Local Technical Assistance Program 

(LTAP) to bring pertinent transportation training to Lehigh Valley 
municipalities. LTAP provides training, technical assistance, 
and other services to municipal elected officials and their staff.  
Below is an upcoming course that will be held in the LVPC con-
ference room. 

Registration is required for this free course (https://www.
dot7.state.pa.us/LTAP/). Please contact Lynette Romig at 610-
264-4544 or ler@lvpc.org with any questions.

• 9/18/2014 - Road Surface Management – 8:00 AM – 3:00 
PM
This course provides the basics for developing a road 
surface management program to help local governments 
manage their pavements by providing an understanding 
of the concept and importance of road surface inventories 
and condition surveys.  A review of the basic components of 
flexible and rigid pavements will be  discussed.  Pavement 
condition evaluations and how to recognize common pave-
ment distress will be presented. Sample pavement ratings 
will be performed by the participants. Repair strategies at 
the system and project level will be discussed using the 
information presented in the course.

Intended Audience: Individuals responsible for perform-
ing roadway inventory and condition surveys as well as 
planning and programming functions such as: public works 
directors, street supervisors, road-masters and crew fore-
men.

Lynette Romig, Senior Geographic Information Systems     
Analyst


