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Some other scenic features of importance include
covered bridges, the Bethlehem star, downtown
Bethlehem, the square in Nazareth and the Little
Lehigh Parkway in Allentown.

GOAL

To provide and maintain adequate space and fa-
cilities to meet the recreation needs of Lehigh
Valley residents.

POLICIES

• The counties and municipalities should meet
minimum National Recreation and Park As-
sociation suggested guidelines for park space
and recreation facilities.

• Current recreation activity trends and local
demographics should be used when planning
for new recreation facilities and programs.

• The counties should acquire the following
types of parks: large community parks, re-
gional parks, regional park reserves, linear
parks and conservancy areas.

• Parkland acquisitions that are inaccessible,
limited in use potential, or are tied up with
legal restrictions or informal understandings
with former or neighboring property owners
on use of the land should be avoided.

• Land acquired by the counties or municipali-
ties for parks or open space should not be
converted to other uses.

• Municipalities should be responsible for pro-
viding mini-parks, neighborhood parks and
playgrounds, and community parks.

• High priority should be given to acquiring
parkland and open space along rivers and
major streams.

• The needs of the handicapped should be
considered in any recreation and open space
planning.

• Recreation facilities at schools should be
available to the public.

• Quasi-public organizations and the private
sector should provide special use recreation
facilities such as golf courses, campgrounds
and ski areas.

IMPLEMENTATION

• Municipalities should prepare and implement
park and recreation plans.

• Municipalities should require the dedication
of land or money for parks as a condition for

subdivision or land development approval as
provided in the Pennsylvania Municipalities
Planning Code.

• The counties and municipalities should co-
operate in acquiring, developing and main-
taining parks and other outdoor recreation
facilities.

• The counties and municipalities should en-
courage private sector participation in the
acquisition and development of park and rec-
reation areas.

• The counties and municipalities should com-
mit the financial resources and efforts needed
to maintain existing recreation facilities.

• The counties and municipalities should take
advantage of any grant programs for park
acquisition, development or maintenance.

• LVPC staff should maintain and update the
inventory of parks and other outdoor recre-
ation facilities that was done in 1989.

• Lehigh and Northampton counties should fol-
low the recommendations of the park plans
the LVPC prepared for each county. These
plans should be updated on a regular basis.

• The LVPC should cooperate with government
agencies and other organizations to improve
recreation opportunities in the two-county
area.

• Lehigh County should hire a professional
parks director to manage the county’s park
system.

• The Trexler-Lehigh County Game Preserve
should be developed as a county park that
includes a variety of recreational uses that
can be used by Lehigh Valley residents.

• The Weaversville property in Allen Township
that is owned by Northampton County should
be developed as a county park.

GOAL

To preserve open space and important natural
areas.

POLICIES

• Important natural areas should be preserved
as part of parks and open space areas when-
ever possible.

• Public and private partnerships should be
used whenever possible to preserve open
space and important natural areas.

• Promote the preservation and creation of
open space and cultural features in the Dela-
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ware and Lehigh Navigation Canal National
Heritage Corridor and the Delaware River
Greenway.

IMPLEMENTATION

• Lands shown as potential open space acqui-
sition areas in the LVPC report South Moun-
tain and the county park plans should be
acquired by the counties, municipalities or
Wildlands Conservancy.

• The Pennsylvania Game Commission should
continue to add land to the State Game Lands
along the Blue Mountain.

• The counties and the LVPC should support
conservation groups such as the Wildlands
Conservancy and The Nature Conservancy

in their efforts to acquire open space and im-
portant natural areas if the efforts are con-
sistent with other policies of this plan.

• The findings and recommendations of the
report A Natural Areas Inventory of Lehigh
and Northampton Counties should be used
by the LVPC, counties, municipalities and
conservation groups.

• The LVPC should work with the various gov-
ernment agencies and other organizations
that are interested in preserving open space
and important natural areas.

• The LVPC will prepare a regional greenways
plan for Lehigh and Northampton counties.

• The Valley’s scenic resources should be pre-
served whenever possible.




