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Residents of the Lehigh Valley have grown ac-
customed to high quality local and regional parks.
Allentown, Bethlehem and a number of smaller
municipalities have long been committed to parks.
In 2000 the Lehigh Valley Green Future Fund was
created to explore the possibility of park and open
space bond issues in each county. The group,
composed of local civic leaders and government
officials, came up with the recommendation that
each county should have a $30 million bond is-
sue. The monies from the bond issue would be
used to acquire important natural areas, land for
future parks, and agricultural conservation ease-
ments to preserve farmland. Nonbinding referen-
dums were held in both counties in 2002. The
initiatives were strongly supported in each county
(70% in Lehigh and 64% in Northampton).

Lehigh and Northampton counties started major
county-wide park programs in the late 1960s in
response to recommendations made by the
LVPC. The counties and the LVPC have been
actively involved in park planning, acquisition and
development ever since. The park and open
space goals presented here are based on a LVPC
document entitled Regional Recreation and Open
Space Plan and detailed plans prepared for each
county. The major parks and other outdoor recre-
ation areas are shown on Map 25.

The amount of land in parks and other outdoor
recreation in the Lehigh Valley has increased
substantially since the LVPC completed the first
recreation and open space plan for the Lehigh
Valley. Between 1970 and 2003, outdoor recre-
ation acreage in the two counties increased by
15,556 acres, or about 76%. The greatest in-
crease was in Northampton County — 99%. The
increase in Lehigh County was 60%. The amount
of parkland owned by the two counties increased
2,795 acres, or 190% during the 33-year period.
Municipal parkland grew 3,683 acres, or 120%,
between 1970 and 2003. The remaining increase
in acreage was largely due to acquisitions by the
Wildlands Conservancy, the state and federal
government. The development of five new 18-hole
golf courses since 1990 added 896 acres to the
regional recreation inventory. Most of the recom-
mendations of the 1971 Recreation and Open
Space Plan have been fulfilled.

One measure of a region’s park and open space
system is the acres per 1,000 population stan-
dard. The National Recreation and Park Associa-
tion (NRPA) suggests that a core park system
should have 6.25 to 10.5 acres of developed open
space per 1,000 population. This is local, close-
to-home space that includes mini-parks, neigh-
borhood parks and playgrounds, and community
parks. In addition, the NRPA recommends there
be another 15 to 20 acres per 1,000 population
in regional space which includes regional/metro-
politan parks and regional park reserves.

Table 8 gives projected 2020 acreage needs for
local, close-to-home space and regional space.
If the 6.25 acres standard is used, Lehigh County
already has enough acres of local, close-to-home
space needs for the year 2020 and Northampton
County needs only another 42 acres. The Lehigh
Valley had 7.4 acres of local, close-to-home rec-
reation space per 1,000 persons in 2003. If the
10.5 acres per 1,000 persons NRPA guideline is
used, another 2,637 acres of local, close-to-home
recreation space will be needed in the Lehigh
Valley by the year 2020.

In 2003 the Lehigh Valley had 4,747 acres in re-
gional parks. Table 8 shows that both counties
were below the NRPA minimum suggested guide-
line of 15 acres of regional space per 1,000 per-
sons. The two counties will need another 5,203

PARKS AND RECREATION

8ELBAT
ECAPSNEPODNAKRAPDETCEJORP

0202-SDEENEGAERCA )1(

NOIGER

gnitsixE
egaercA

3002

detcejorP
deeN
0202

lanoitiddA
sercA
dedeeN
0202yb

YELLAVHGIHEL

ecapSemoH-ot-esolC,lacoL 823,4 641,4 enon )2(

ecapSlanoigeR 747,4 059,9 302,5

YTNUOCHGIHEL

ecapSemoH-ot-esolC,lacoL 593,2 171,2 enon )2(

ecapSlanoigeR 876,1 902,5 135,3

YTNUOCNOTPMAHTRON

ecapSemoH-ot-esolC,lacoL 339,1 579,1 24

ecapSlanoigeR 960,3 147,4 276,1
)1( detseggusnoitaicossAkraPdnanoitaerceRlanoitaNehtybderusaemerasdeenegaercA

0.51dnaecapsemoh-ot-esolc,lacolrofsnosrep000,1/serca52.6foenilediugmuminim
.ecapslanoigerrofsnosrep000,1/serca

)2( ehtnienilediugmuminimdetseggusAPRNehtteemotegaercahguonesierehT
52.6foenilediugmuminimehtsteemytilapicinumyreveton,revewoH.etagergga

emoh-ot-esolc,lacolonevahtahtseitilapicinumemoseraerehT.stnediser000,1/serca
.ecaps





 



99

acres of regional parks by the year 2020 to meet
the minimum NRPA suggested guideline.

Map 26 shows the location of a number of rec-
ommended recreational trails and land acquisi-
tions. Many of these trails and acquisitions should
be part of a regional greenways network. The
LVPC staff will be preparing a regional greenways
plan for the two counties starting in late 2004.

SCENIC RESOURCES

The Lehigh Valley has an abundance of scenic
resources. These resources include scenic wa-
terways, scenic roads, scenic views, and scenic
features or areas. The Valley’s identity is formed
and reinforced through these features. Scenic
features are viewed as a regional asset that con-
tribute to our quality of life.

Examples of scenic waterways include the Dela-
ware River, the Lehigh River and many of our
streams. Scenic roads can still be found through-
out the two counties. The best known is the Dela-
ware River Scenic Drive (scenic Route 611) in
Northampton County. This road was designated
a scenic drive by the State of Pennsylvania on

December 5, 1988. Examples of some other sce-
nic roads include: Kistler Valley Road in Lynn
Township, Limeport Pike in Lower Milford Town-
ship, and Wassergass/Raubsville roads in Will-
iams Township. There are many others.

Scenic views exist at many locations throughout
the Lehigh Valley. Some of the best views include:

• the view from the lookout above Lehigh Uni-
versity

• the view from Bake Oven Knob
• the view from the intersection of Routes 29

and 100 in Upper Milford Township
• the view of the Stouts Valley from the inter-

section of Wassergass Road and Steely Hill
Road in Williams Township

• the view of the Lehigh Valley from I-78 west
of the Route 33 interchange.

The two most prominent scenic features of the
Lehigh Valley are the Blue Mountain and South
Mountain. These two features form the backdrop
for much of the region. Our farmlands are an im-
portant resource that Valley residents appreciate
for their open space value and their scenic beauty.

Jordan Creek Parkway — A 296 acre Lehigh County park and natural area in Whitehall Township.




