











conservation subdivision design and conservation
farming practices. Many of these areas may include
small stands of woodland, drainage swales or
poorly drained soils that are either part of local farm
operations or are part of larger residential lots.

GoaL

To protect and preserve top priority natural re-
sources depicted in this plan.

PoLiciEs

* Protect significant, high, and very high priority
projects through acquisition or conservation
easements.

* Manage county-owned significant natural ar-
eas to maintain the health and quality of the
site and to regulate public access.

e Where appropriate consider natural areas in
park and recreation plans.

» Support county funding raised by bond issues
or other sources for the conservation of natural
resources.

* Advocate conservation design techniques and
transferable development rights programs to
conserve natural resources.

IMPLEMENTATION

e Conduct research on significant natural areas,
based on state, federal and local agency list-
ings of species and sites.

e The LVPC will work with the two counties,
municipal governments and conservancies
to facilitate the acquisition of significant, high,
and very high priority natural areas that are
not already protected.

e During subdivision, land development, and
Act 537 reviews, LVPC staff will comment on
potential impact of proposals on significant,
high, and very high priority projects.

e During review of municipal comprehensive
plans or park and open space plans, the LVPC
will encourage officials to include information
on significant, high, and very high priority
natural areas and will recommend policies
for protecting these sites. See Appendix G
(Resolution # 2-10) for LVPC policy concern-
ing placement of wind energy facilities in these
areas.

* Collaborate with conservation organizations
in the preservation of important natural re-
sources in the Lehigh Valley.

OTHER NATURAL RESOURCE
PROTECTION PROJECTS

A number of natural resource protection projects
advocated by conservation organizations are par-
ticularly important in the Lehigh Valley. In Decem-
ber, 2003 the Wildlands Conservancy completed
its Lehigh River Watershed Conservation Plan. The
plan presents goals, objectives and recommenda-
tions for improvement of the Lehigh River, its bio-
logical resources, watersheds, cultural and historic
resources. For many years the Conservancy has
taken the lead in increasing the public awareness
and interest in the Lehigh River environment. If
implemented the plan will do much to conserve the
Lehigh River environment for future generations.
The plan is supported by the LVPC.

The Audubon PA Blue Mountain — Kittatinny Ridge
Project aims to conserve the 200 mile long moun-
tain ridge that extends from northern New Jersey
through central Pennsylvania to the Maryland bor-
der. Approximately 46 miles of this ridge forms the
northern border of Lehigh and Northampton coun-
ties. Prominent features in and near the Lehigh
Valley include Bake Oven Knob, Hawk Mountain,
the Appalachian Trail and the Delaware Water Gap
National Recreation Center. The LVPC supports
conservation efforts of Audubon PA.

The Highlands Coalition is an organization dedi-
cated to protection of a two million acre area that
extends through northern New Jersey, the south-
ern part of Northampton, Lehigh, and Berks coun-
ties westward to the Maryland border. In the Lehigh
Valley this area includes South Mountain and
Lehigh Mountain that form the southern bound-
ary of Allentown and Bethlehem and numerous
other ridges and stream valleys extending from the
Delaware River west to Berks County. Numerous
high priority conservation sites in this area are
designated in the Natural Resource Plan shown
in this report. The LVPC supports the work of the
Highlands Coalition.

The Two Rivers Council of Governments has
sponsored the Two Rivers Area Greenway Plan
that recommends a variety of conservation mea-
sures in the Bushkill Creek Watershed and parts
of Williams Township. This plan is consistent with
the recommendations of this comprehensive plan
and is supported by LVPC.
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