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PURPOSE OF THE LONG RANGE PLAN

The purpose of the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 
is to guide decisions made in the investment of federal and 
state transportation funds to highway, bridge, air, transit and 
transportation alternative projects most in need. The plan also 
serves as a conduit for projects to enter the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP).

WHAT IS A LONG RANGE PLAN

The LRTP is a locally-developed plan that addresses trans-
portation modes: highways, bridges, air, public transportation 
and bicycle and pedestrian. The plan identifies projects and 
line items for projects that are necessary for improving and 
enhancing the travel network. Projects within the plan are pri-
oritized according to which element of the plan they appear 
within: short range (years 1-4), mid-range (years 5-12), or long 
range (years 13+). Long range plans are federally mandated 
to be intermodal in scope, cover at least a 20-year period and 
be financially constrained (the value of all projects in the plan 
may not exceed the amount of funds that can reasonably be 
expected to be available over the life of the plan). The plan 

places a strong emphasis on rebuilding and maintaining exist-
ing transportation infrastructure.  

WHY ARE WE DEVELOPING THIS PLAN

This plan was developed to guide future investment in our 
transportation infrastructure. The development of this plan, 
in part, ensures that Lehigh and Northampton counties will 
remain eligible to receive federal transportation funds.

HOW WAS THE PLAN DEVELOPED

The plan was developed by identifying projects completed 
since the last update occurred in October 2010. A review of 
LVTS meeting minutes was conducted to obtain a list of poten-
tial projects that were presented by project sponsors. Two 
LVTS meetings were held, January 26 and February 2, 2015, 
for the purpose of soliciting projects for consideration into the 
plan. Eighty-seven project presentations were entertained. A 
current 12-Year Program project list and Decade of Investment 
project list were obtained. The various lists were reconciled 
and evaluated against project selection criteria addressed later 
in this report.
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Public TransPorTaTion

HigHways & bridges

HISTORICAL MILESTONES

The long range plan was instrumental in forwarding the following projects from conception to completion:
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FEDERAL LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION 
PLAN REQUIREMENTS

The process of developing a long range transportation plan, 
as well as the content to be included in the plan, is federally 
mandated. Long range transportation plans must meet the fol-
lowing criteria:

• Address a period of no less than 20 years.
• Shall include both long range and short range ele-

ments/strategies/actions that lead to the development 
of an integrated multimodal transportation system.

• Be updated at least every four years in air quality 
non-attainment and maintenance areas.

In addition, the plan shall, at a minimum, include:
• The projected travel demand of persons and goods in 

the region.
• Existing and proposed transportation facilities.
• Operational and management strategies to improve the 

performance of existing transportation facilities.
• Consideration of the results of the congestion manage-

ment process.
• Assessment of capital investment and other strate-

gies to preserve the existing and future transportation 
infrastructure and provide for multimodal capacity 
increases.

• Design concept and design scope descriptions of all 
existing and proposed transportation facilities.

• A discussion of types of proposed environmental miti-
gation activities.

• Pedestrian walkway and bicycle transportation facili-
ties.

• A financial plan that demonstrates how the adopted 
plan can be implemented. The financial plan shall con-
tain estimates of costs and revenue sources that are 
reasonably expected to be available.
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Safety signage at Traffic Services yard in Allentown


