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-The Road to Rail in the Lehigh Valley - Can passenger rail become a reality in the Lehigh 

Valley?  
 
The Lehigh Valley MOVELV: Long-Range Transportation Plan sets the stage for rail service by 
promoting a diverse and efficient transportation system that includes mode choice in the form of 
automobiles, bicycles, pedestrians, transit and rail. In addition, passenger rail has been a long-time 
topic of discussion in the Lehigh Valley including conversations around service feasibility, service type, 
long-term operating and maintenance costs, funding options, and supportive land development. 
 
Mayor, Robert Donchez of Bethlehem, along with Easton Mayor Sal Panto and Allentown Mayor Ed 
Pawlowski are supporting the Road to Rail effort.   
 
“I believe as the Lehigh Valley continues to grow in population, passenger rail service will become 
more important inside and outside the region.  Rail supports the region’s competitiveness in a global 
economy,” states Mayor Donchez. 
 
Mayor Panto agrees. “Without a vision and a workable plan to achieve enhanced transit service the 
rest of the world passes us by.  It’s time to explore our options and invest in the Lehigh Valley’s 
infrastructure so we can support a robust economic future.” 
 
As federal funding sources continue to decline so does the ability to program and complete much 
needed capacity road improvement projects. This combined with recognizable commute patterns and 
anticipated population growth warrants a renewed discussion on passenger rail and the advantages 
that this service brings in the form of: 
 

 Safety – Bus and rail transit is a safer mode of travel than for autos. 

 Energy – Bus and rail service consumes less energy per passenger miles than both auto and air travel. 

 Congestion – Bus and rail helps relieve traffic congestion and reduce vehicle miles traveled 

 Environment – Bus and rail travel reduces greenhouse gas emissions and improves air quality 

 Economy – Bus and rail travel generates jobs and stimulate land development around station stops 

 Emergency Preparedness – Modal redundancy of highway and air can lessen natural disaster impact 

 Mobility – Bus and rail offers mobility choice especially to an aging population 

 
Becky Bradley, Executive Director of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission notes, “The successful 
evolution of bus and potentially, rail service, in the Lehigh Valley demands a strategic and measured 
approach that will identify issues, develop additional bus and passenger rail choice, and promote 
preferred transit option(s)”.  
 
“Our approach to the region’s transportation must be comprehensive and include options in order to 
attract the growth we want and retain the residents and jobs we have in the region.” 



 

 

 

 
Owen O’Neil, Executive Director of LANta, the Lehigh Valley’s transit provider, notes, “We have a 
growing demand for bus service that led to our Enhanced Bus program, which is designed to speed 
up buses and reduce the time between buses on key corridors in the region.” 
 
“A primary goal of LANta is to make transit a more convenient and feasible choice from travel 
throughout the Lehigh Valley, and Enhanced Bus service is a key element in that vision.” 
 
The Road to Rail initiative is multi-modal and will explore options for implementing LANta’s Bus 
Rapid Transit plan, and enhancing existing service.  The initiative will also, explore passenger rail service 
to Philadelphia, Harrisburg, New Jersey and New York, as well as, options through the region itself.   
 
“It’s a multi-year commitment to understanding what we need to have in place to support more 
transit,” notes Bradley.    “Roughly 2,000 acres of land per year are developed in the Lehigh Valley 
every year.  Land is a very limited resource and people want to be here.  It’s our obligation to 
understand how, when and where we need to move people and an enhanced transportation network 
is key.”           
 
“There is a sense of urgency and a public demand”, remarks Allentown Mayor, Ed Pawlowski.  “It’s 
time to act.”   
 
The Road to Rail initiative is being led by the Lehigh Valley Transportation Study, the region’s official 
transportation funding planning and funding entity, led by Becky Bradley of the Lehigh Valley 
Planning Commission.  The Transportation Study, established in 1961, receives federal and state funds 
to invest in the region’s road, bridge and transit infrastructure.  Representatives on the Transportation 
Study include: the mayors of Allentown, Bethlehem and Easton, the county executives in 
Northampton and Lehigh Counties, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation Harrisburg and 
District Offices, Executive Directors of LANta, Airport Authority, and the Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission.         
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