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Introduction



C
ha

pt
er

 1
In

tro
du

ct
io

n

3



4

Housing is an issue that touches all incomes 
from location, quality, choice and cost. The housing market 
in the Lehigh Valley is affected by a number of local, regional 
and national economic events. For example, the completion 
of Interstate 78 through the region in 1989 expanded 
opportunities for people in the greater New York metropolitan 
area by providing direct highway access between their 
existing jobs and the Valley’s comparably affordable markets 
and competitive school systems. The Valley’s much less 
stringent municipal building codes and development processes 
(compared to New Jersey) have made it an attractive location 
for large-scale residential developers as well. 

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) completed 
An Affordable Housing Assessment of the Lehigh Valley 
in Pennsylvania in 2007 to identify ways to enhance the 
Valley’s approach to delivering residences for modest 
income households. The report provided a number of 
recommendations on how to better position regional assets 
and coordinate partners to address needs. 

This current analysis takes a comprehensive approach to 
housing, addressing the following topics, among others:

 ● the current inventory and cost across all incomes; 

 ● the types of jobs and median wages for the Lehigh Val-
ley market; 

 ● access to appropriately priced housing in proximity to 
jobs; and

 ● public, private and nonprofit agencies that focus particu-
larly on delivering housing to lower income households 
or persons with special needs. 

This analysis provides a well-rounded understanding of the 
current supply and demand for housing within the Lehigh 
Valley from two distinct perspectives: 1) existing households’ 
ability to pay, and 2) location and cost of housing available to 
persons working in the Lehigh Valley regardless of where they 
currently live. Ultimately, the goal of this effort is to identify 
ways that the LVPC can work with the region’s partners to 
improve housing opportunities in the Lehigh Valley.
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